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Baruch needs to reassess
utilization of funds (p. 10)
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'The Ticker' shuts down after 80 years in service

Baruch College is not utilizing its state
funding properly, evident
by the lack of
a gold-paved
plaza. There is
far too much
focus on investing in fair professor and adjunct salaries, and not
enough on the important things,
like an oversized disco ball in the
second floor atrium.

BUSINESS 9
Zicklin to allow computer
usage on exams (p. 10)
The Zicklin
School of Business will soon
allow the usage
of computers,
along with
programs like
Microsoft Excel
and Wolfram
Alpha, during exams. This is part
of a recent effort by the school to
increase the GPAs of its business
students.

ARTS & STYLE 11
BPAC Hosts iconic Atlanta
rap trio Migos (p. 12)
The Baruch
Performing
Arts Center
will host the
iconic Atlanta
rap trio Migos
for a one-night
celebration of
their genredefining adlibs and trap beats on
April 20. After an hour-long live
performance, Offset, Takeoff and
Quavo will field questions from
the audience.

SCIENCE & TECH 14
Gruber discovers flesheating bacteria (p. 14)
Baruch’s David
Gruber has
discovered a
new species.
While sampling bacterial
cultures from
the escalators
in the NVC,
Mr. Gruber identified a new
species of flesh-eating bacteria
he has affectionately named
“Necrotising Gruberitis.”

SPORTS 15
Athletics announces thumb
wrestling tryouts (p. 16)
The Baruch
Athletic department announced the
creation of the
school’s first
Thumb Wrestling squad.
Tryouts will be
held on April 4 in the main gym.
Athletics hopes to compete with
other major schools in New York
and with strangers on the street.
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@baruchticker
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After an investigation conducted by the Oﬃce of Student Life, it was discovered that most students have never read “The Ticker,” forcing the paper to shut down.
BY VICKI LAMAO
Baruch College’s independent undergraduate student newspaper, “The Ticker,” shut down production permanently on April 1 after over 80 years of
operation. Causes of the closure included an absence of undergraduate engagement, a deficiency of involvement within the Baruch population and
an overall lack of student interest.
The decision to close the newspaper came on March 29, when school officials discovered that, instead of distributing 2,500 copies of the newspaper
to students each week, members of the paper’s staff would discretely take a paper from distribution bins each time they rode up or down the escalators
in the Newman Vertical Campus’ lobby. This simulated the appearance of an engaged student audience.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cost acconting loss provides
space for modern programming
BY DAVID MUNCHIN
Baruch College ranked 18th in College Choice’s list of the 50 best
undergraduate accounting programs in the United States in 2016, topping the likes of Cornell and NYU. With the planned removal of the cost
accounting, it may soon lose its prestigious luster. Known for its daunting departmental testing and befuddling pedagogy, the Stan Ross Department of Accountancy’s decision to streamline the curriculum is
a sigh of relief to freshmen and sophomores. Those who survived the
hellish landscape of break-even analysis and contribution margin are
protesting the change.
With the vote passing 9-1-8, Department Chair professor Carol Marquardt cited the 44.1529 percent rate of students who switch majors
and the ubiquity of Quickbooks as a substitute to traditional accounting as their deciding factors. In her memo to faculty members, Ms.
Marquardt announced the installation of Quickbooks in computer labs
on the sixth and 11th floors of the NVC in addition to the soon-to-be
completed sixth floor lab in the Newman Library Building. Quickbooks
3200 will replace Accounting 3200 in the curriculum by Fall 2018.

Post office offers mailman
training to all Baruch students

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

'The Ticker' offers free tuition, cash
compensation for copy editors
BY ANGEL FEATURE FLORES
Anastasia Take could not believe the fortune that fell upon
her when she started her position
at Baruch College’s “The Ticker”
as a copy editor. The joy she felt
and the rewards she was able to
reap were beyond anything she
could have imagined. Suddenly,
Ms. Take had become more social, her spoken English had improved and she was getting full
nights of sleep. The biggest benefit she received, however, was
one that made her feel like the
universe was on her side.
When Ms. Take started copy
editing, Baruch revealed to her
that copy editors for “The Ticker”—aside from being paid—had
their tuition paid by the school.
Copy editing, which she was
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The post oﬃce oﬀered the first iteration of its collaborative fellowship in 2017.
BY SKEPTA GIGGS

introduced to by a former copy
chief, is the art of editing, factchecking and tweaking articles.
For “The Ticker,” Ms. Take had
to learn all the AP style rules,
as well as master the in-house
style guide used by Baruch’s
newspaper.

Like many Baruch College students, Amanda Hold has a part-time
job in addition to juggling her classes and a social life. Instead of commuting to her job, however, she simply walks to the U.S. Postal Service
building on 24th Street, located directly across the street from the Newman Vertical Campus.
Ms. Hold is one of nearly 600 Baruch students employed in the Resident Mailer Fellowship, a competitive program born out of a collaboration between the Office of Student Life and the U.S. Postal Service. Students employed in the program can look forward to learning the intricacies of the mail service industry, as well as networking opportunities
with mail carrier professionals.
Despite this being the program’s first year in action, there has already been striking evidence of its success. Approximately 75 percent
of seniors employed in the program have already been offered full-time
positions as city mail carriers upon the completion of their degrees, according to the Postal Service.
“It doesn’t even feel like actual work, I love it,” said Ms. Hold, who will
move into a full-time position following her graduation in Spring 2017.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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'Ticker' shuts down due to lack of student interest

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
TICKLER STAFF
The Baruch Cafeteria Committee has formally ratified a
decision to expand the Avenue
C cafeteria. Notable additions
to the cafeteria include Avenue
A, Avenue B and Avenue D.
These vendors will provide students with more nutritious and
delicious frozen food options.
Edward Boyardee, an accounting professor at Baruch College
and chair of the cafeteria committee, told reporters “We are
particularly excited about the
addition of Avenue B. Their
frozen tuna salad? Delicious.”
Notably, the frozen tuna salad
has received critical acclaim
from New York Times food critic
Pete Wells, who referred to the
salad as, “…not bad.” The new
cafeteria will be renamed Alphabet City.
_________________________
The MTA has announced
that the 6 train will be rerouted
to stop above ground at Baruch’s 25th Street Plaza pending board approval. “The MTA
has considered running a train
on Baruch for a long, long time,”
said MTA spokesman Lexington
Luther. “Our largest obstacle
has been funding the project,
but with the upcoming tuition
hikes I don’t think that’ll be a
problem at all.” The station,
which is to be named “25th
Street-Baruch College,” will allow students to board the train
from the comfort of the Newman
Library building.
_________________________
In a four-hour long press
conference held over the weekend, Governor Andrew ¿Cómo?
was proud to announce his plan
to comply with the ongoing demand for a CUNY tuition freeze,
renewed faculty contracts and
an increased budget. “We’re going to freeze tuition indefinitely
and renew the contracts of the
outstanding faculty members
working within the CUNY system,” said ¿Cómo? “Additionally, the CUNY budget will be
increasing from $3 billion to $10
billion. Everyone can chill out
now.”
_________________________
A team of historians analyzing the life of Bernard Baruch
have uncovered a startling fact:
the deceased financier did not
actually attend Baruch College.
Using hair samples supplied by
a longtime barber of Baruch, the
researchers determined that he
died in 1965 and thus could not
have lived concurrently with Baruch College’s 1968 inception.
When asked whether the college
would change its name to reflect
the new discovery, a Baruch
College spokesman declined to
comment.
_________________________
According to a recent study
conducted by the City University
Department of Surveyal, one in
10 Hunter College students are
unaware that they are supposed
to dislike Baruch students.
The study, conducted over a
period of eight months, asked
Hunter students a series of questions asking students how much
they hate Baruch, how they
would react if they saw a Baruch
student on their campus and if
they knew where Baruch was located. Nearly 60 percent of students responded that they did
not hate Baruch, while over 85
percent believed Baruch was in
Staten Island

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
A further investigation into the
issue, led by the Office of Student
Life, found that the amount of
newspapers actually distributed to
students each week usually hovered between two and four, with
the highest amount ever distributed reaching a total of six.
Student Life’s investigation also
uncovered that many students had
never heard of “The Ticker,” with
two out of every 1,000 students being able to recognize the student
newspaper as “existing.”
“Though journalism will always
have a place at Baruch College, in
its current form, ‘The Ticker’s’ lack
of readership will not be able to
justify its existence and its budget,”
said a member of the board of directors. “Students will be able to receive updates on the college by following Baruch on all social media
platforms, as well as through CUNYBuzz alerts.” When pressed about
the steps required to sign up for
CUNYBuzz, the board of directors
collectively chose not to respond.
“The Ticker” staff has mixed
feelings on the closure. Many staff
members spent an upward of 40
hours a week in the Media Suite,
even coming into the office on
Saturdays and Sundays. It was not
uncommon to find the staff blasting Drake, sleeping at their desks
and yelling amicably at one another about editing decisions from
across the room.
“Most parts of me are sad that
‘The Ticker’ is closing, I think,” said
Joseph Esposito, editor-in-chief of
“The Ticker.” Mr. Esposito lost a private office within the Media Suite
due to the paper’s closure and,
with that, his only place on campus
to eat Thai food in peace.
“I’ve had a lot of good memories
there, I’ve been lead to believe,”
continued Mr. Esposito, now eating
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“The Ticker” has been in service for over 80 years. After it closes, the oﬃce will be occupied by Lexicon, Baruch’s yearbook.
his Thai food in the much less optimal area outside of the 24th Street
entrance to the Newman Vertical
Campus.
Maria Markowicz, managing
editor of “The Ticker,” holds a very
different opinion. “Honestly, I’m a
little glad that ‘The Ticker’ is shutting down. It leaves much more
time for the other things on my todo list, like going to the gym.” Other
things Ms. Markowicz confirmed
that she would do with her new
free time included working toward
the Very Important Beauty Insider
Rouge tier at Sephora and squatting.
Many on the staff are unsure
what they will do next in the college. Some hint at staying in the
Media Suite and joining “Encoun-

ters” or 'Lexicon', while others contemplate joining the Undergraduate Student Government. Some reported that “it might finally be time
to graduate.”
It is unclear what will happen to
the massive amount of newspapers
piled up in the Media Suite. Editors were often creative in utilizing
the excess newspapers for a variety
of purposes, according to reports
from other clubs who shared the
Media Suite space.
“I would see them use old editions for all kinds of stuff. Need
a napkin? Grab a Ticker. Got to
make a paper airplane real quick?
Ticker it up. Your Popeyes getting
a little messy on the table? Apply a
Ticker to that. Your song comes on
on Spotify? Flicker that Ticker, bro,”

said Nabeel Fakhruddin, a member
of Lexicon, the esteemed yearbook
club.
Both Lexicon and literary magazine “Encounters” have released
statements on their Facebook pages lamenting the loss of “The Ticker,” and thanking its staff for their
years of service.
“Though ‘The Ticker’ dies/
Journalism will live on/Just not at
Baruch,” wrote “Encounters” in its
goodbye haiku.
Plans are already in place for
Lexicon to annex the office space
that formerly belonged to “The
Ticker.” Lexicon hopes to improve
the yearbook greatly through the
use of the extra space, adding a
scratch-and-sniff feature to all
yearbooks.

Security task force limits
freshman elevator use

Students create initiative
to aid birds at Baruch

BY JOHN NATHAN

BY OLIVER HOLES

A Baruch College freshman
has been placed on academic probation after he was found to have
pushed the fifth-floor button on
an express elevator yesterday.
Buster Cherie, 18, entered the
right-most express elevator in the
second-floor lobby while en route
to his 7:50 a.m. English 2100 class,
according to the Department
of Public Safety. Mr. Cherie was
placed in custody after being located by a campus security officer
on the 11th floor of the Newman
Vertical Campus.
“I kept pushing the button and
it just never lit up,” said Mr. Cherie while being led away by an
officer. “Did the elevator break
down or something? I always
hear about the elevators breaking
down, so I figured that’s what the
problem was.”
Mr. Cherie is no stranger to
run-ins with Public Safety. In February, he was threatened with academic probation for attempting
to take his rolling backpack onto
the ascending escalator while on
his way to his 9:15 a.m. freshman
seminar class. In that instance,
Mr. Cherie was let off with a warning after agreeing to dispose of the
backpack.
It was for this reason that Mr.
Cherie had begun to instead take
the elevator to his English class,
located in NVC 3-125.
The NVC’s express elevators
have long been a source of ire for
freshmen students and campus
security officers alike. In Fall 2016
alone, more than 400 freshmen
were threatened with academic
probation for pushing the fifthfloor button on an express elevator. Of those students, nearly 100
were put on probation due to a

In Fall 2016 alone, more
than 400 freshmen were
threatened with academic
probation for pushing the
fifth floor button.
subsequent infraction, according
to Public Safety.
Constantly having to deal with
elevator infractions has tied up
Public Safety’s resources as well.
“It seems like every other day
another kid tries to push the fifthfloor button,” said Deputy Commissioner of Public Safety Esac
Riats. “At most, we have around 12
officers on duty at a time, so the
fact that we often find ourselves
dedicating our entire force to this
issue is a big problem.”
In the wake of the freshmenelevator debacle, Public Safety
has rushed to develop fixes to the
growing problem. One of the most
promising solutions suggested
is the development of an antifreshmen task force, dedicated
to handling common freshmen
infractions with precision and
speed. The logistics of the plan are
still in the works, although Mr. Riats promised that a more concrete
solution would be offered by the
end of the Spring semester.
“We’re still working out the details right now, but I can say that
we have some good ideas about
what direction we want to take the
task force,” said Mr. Riats. “One
thought we had was to assign officers to patrol each express elevator in the Vertical Campus, looking out for freshmen and other
ne’er-do-wells.”

Baruch College has been inhabited by a couple of birds that
primarily reside on the eighth
floor of the Newman Vertical Campus. Currently, the two birds roam
around, pecking crumbs from the
floor as well as from cushioned
chairs in the lounge areas.
Most mornings on the ninth
floor, when students try to cram
in a few more pages of their readings before classes begin, the birds
chirp and fly from floor to floor.
Students have begun to circulate rumors about the development of a possible nest on the
staircase to the right of the Writing Center. Tutors at the Writing
Center complain that the birds
sometimes enter the facility and
relieve themselves on papers that
students submit for review.
Shat Luver, a student who frequently uses the Writing Center,
expressed satisfaction at the birds’
selection of a location devoted to
their personal needs.
“It’s nice that the birds choose
to take a poop in this center because, one time, my paper for class
got targeted and then I had a new
excuse to tell my professor for not
having it in on time again!” Mr. Luver said.
Several students have posited
hypotheses relating to the birds’
initial appearance at Baruch. The
most popular hypothesis has to
do with the building’s initial construction. Students claim that
when NVC was erected, construction workers found the task tedious and chased birds, dogs and
squirrels into the vicinity to see
how quickly they could escape
prior to finishing. Most animals
managed to escape.
Today, the construction work-

ers are facing criminal charges
and are due to appear in court on
June 31.
While several of the custodians tried to remove the birds from
the building, they have not had
luck. Instead, the custodians succumbed to the birds and placed
birdseeds in various locations
throughout the building.
Baruch students have come
together to form an initiative to
safely remove the birds, but the
Office of Student Life has so far rejected all proposals. Students have
opted to form a bird-catching club
on campus called The Flock and
are protesting Student Life’s decision to avoid complying with their
request.
The leader of the club, Larry
Bird, said the following in a statement about his club’s mission: “I,
Larry Bird, along with The Flock,
promise to uphold standard living
conditions for all birds, including the birds that have made their
home at Baruch,” he said. “Student
Life is not letting The Flock take
care of our birds and this is a problem. But we do not sit down when
it gets tough; we soar.”
At nine in the afternoon on
April 12, the club will try to appeal to Baruch College President
Mitchel B. Wallerstein in order to
safely evacuate the birds from the
building. Mr. Wallerstein has not
yet commented on this topic.

[T]he custodians succumbed
to the birds and placed
birdseeds in ... locations
throughout the building.
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Brooklyn public school
oversteps authority (p. 6)
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SCDC dresses students for success

An elementary
school unjustly
suspended a
theater production featuring
a Muslim girl
with a hijab
in the leading
role, claiming
a violation of the Establishment
Clause. The program was established to promote inclusion in
the arts.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Beauty and the Beast
breeds nostalgia (p. 12)
Disney’s remake of Beauty
and the Beast
stars Emma
Watson, who
plays Belle, and
Dan Stevens,
who plays the
Beast, in a
story about a monstrous-looking
prince and a young woman who
unexpectedly fall in love.

SCIENCE & TECH 14
Spiritual retreats lead to
decline in stress (p. 14)
Spiritual and
meditative
retreats are
typically used
as techniques
to help participants psychologically
and spiritually.
After participating in prayer,
meditation and personal counsel, participants experienced a
decline in stress.

SPORTS 15
Team USA stuns Puerto Rico
in WBC shutout (p. 15)
Team USA
struggled early
on in the WBC
and many
were quick to
ridicule U.S.
players for their
lack of enthusiasm toward
the event. The team got the last
laugh, however, as it pieced together quality wins to solidify a
championship appearance.
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Students need
more exposure
to the arts

B

BUSINESS 9
Oil producers discuss extending cut (p. 9)
A joint committee of ministers
from OPEC
and non-OPEC
countries recently gathered
in Kuwait to
discuss a possible extension to
limit supplies.
Committee members assessed
the effectiveness of their actions
and requested a review of the
current oil market conditions.
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SDCD sold gently-used business casual and business professional attire for low prices in order to benefit Relay for Life.
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
Baruch College students had
the opportunity to build their
professional wardrobes while simultaneously benefitting a good

cause on March 28, during the
Starr Career Development Center’s "Suit Up For Success" event.
Clothing racks dotted the
Bearcat Den and NVC 2-190 as
students browsed through gently
used and donated business attire

FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

USG elections reflect lack of interest from less involved students

W

hile the elections for the
Undergraduate Student
Government are currently underway and the candidates were given the green light to
start campaigning, past elections
have taught us that the event does
not attract much attention from
students who are outside the spectrum of involvement.
Students who are familiar with
the election process seem to be
the only ones who are paying attention and extending support to
the candidates. They also make up
large portions of the four parties
running.
USG constantly preaches that
students should get involved in

and accessories. All of the clothing was priced to sell, with business wardrobe necessities such
as a blazer and pair of matching
pants costing students just $10.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

aruch College hosted its
first ever Art-a-Thon on
March 7, a full-day event
jam-packed with 15 activities intended to give Baruch students a
taste of art, literature, music and
theater. The event was meant
to showcase students’ creativity, something that is sometimes
hard to notice at a school like
Baruch where most students are
planning on entering a professional business field.
While Baruch may conspicuously cater more to these
pre-professional students, it
can still be considered a liberal
arts college. CUNY Pathways is
the core program that requires
all undergraduate students to
not only take math and science
courses, but to also gain some
exposure to the humanities.
Students have the option to enter
the Weissman School of Arts and
Science as one of the three undergraduate schools at Baruch and
have the opportunity to choose
from more than 50 areas of study
that exist in Weissman’s 13 departments.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Carnivalito showcases
Ecuadorian Culture

club life, yet the election process—
a major determining factor in how
club life organizes itself year after
year—is largely undisclosed. Elections are not announced by USG
until after the candidates submit
their names and parties. It is a process that can potentially be overlooked by students who do not
keep up with club life.
Last year’s election was comprised of one party that went by
the name Baruch Believes and a
single, independent opponent,
Jibreel Jalloh. Daniel Dornbaum,
the current USG president, spearheaded Baruch Believes.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

F.U.S.I.O.N. displays Filipino culture
via Fused charity showcase
BY ANGEL TORRES
COPY EDITOR
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"Carnavalito" featured traditional Ecuadorian food, music and performances in the
Multipurpose Room, celebrating Ecuadorian culture in a fun environment.w

F.U.S.I.O.N. of Baruch College, Baruch’s Filipino club, held its annual
benefit showcase "Fused" on March 30.
"Fused" is a showcase of a variety of artists, with food and refreshments offered at the show. All proceeds from the show went to the Yellow
Boat of Hope Foundation in the Philippines.
F.U.S.I.O.N.’s president, Danikha Catada, illuminated why the Yellow
Boat of Hope Foundation was chosen.
“Yellow Boats of Hope has been a charity that has been on our radar
for a while. It started and grew in the Philippines so it immediately gained
attention in the Filipino-American community. We dedicated an external event, [Battle of the] Barrios, to the charity and felt it was only right
to keep that recognition and support going through Fused,” said Catada.
The Yellow Boat of Hope Foundation is a non-governmental
organization that builds boats for children in the Philippines. A
video shown at Fused demonstrated how many children in the
Philippines have to walk miles crossing rivers to get to their schools
every day. These daily journeys leave the children tired and
worn out, and are relatively dangerous due to the sharp objects in the
rivers.

rian Bosworth, the former linebacker for the Ohio State Buckeyes,
who is perhaps most famous for getting run over by Bo Jackson
while playing for the Seattle Seahawks, made the phrase “Student
Communists Against Athletes” famous.
Bosworth wore it on a shirt while playing for the Buckeyes, protesting the National Collegiate Athletic Association and its rules
against student athletes. He made his beliefs known in the 1980s,
when the rights of student athletes were not as hot a topic as they are
today.
Today, there is a congressional lobby accompanying protests, rallies
and even Twitter battles asking whether or not college athletes should
get paid.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Student athletes do not deserve payment
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News Briefs
COMPILED BY
VICTORIA MERLINO
The City College of New
York’s 45th annual poetry festival
will take place on May 12, with
award-winning author and poet
Jacqueline Woodson serving
as the guest of honor. Over 150
participants from up to 50 high
schools will be attending the allday event, and all types of poetry
are allowed. The top three winners of the festival will receive
the Knopf Publishers Prize, and
another award will be given to
the best foreign language poem.
The event will also include readings from CCNY faculty and
alumni, college students and
published poets.
_______________________
LaGuardia Community College’s library will soon reopen
after receiving a $15 million expansion and renovation. Scheduled to open in May after two
years of renovations, the library
will see an added second floor
and 21,000 square feet of space.
The expansion almost doubles
the library capacity to 732 seats,
and will add new archive space,
faculty suites, a media suite and
reading rooms, as well as 50 new
offices and 11 new study rooms.
Expanded elevator service and
an upgraded first floor will also
be part of the library expansion,
opening the floor plan to allow
for more space for students with
laptops.
_______________________
The Chem-E-Car team from
the City College of New York
won first place at the American
Institute of Chemical Engineers'
Mid-Atlantic championship for
the second year in a row. Designed by students from CCNY’s
Grove School of Engineering,
the car beat 23 other vehicles
from colleges that included
Carnegie Mellon University, Columbia University, Johns Hopkins University and New Jersey
Institute of Technology. Entitled
“Sulfurious,” the car takes its
name from both the Too Fast,
Too Furious movie franchise
and sulfur, which is the main
stopping element in the car.
_______________________
The Queensborough Community College’s Science Building is in the process of renovating its courtyard into an atrium.
Completed last summer, the
first phase of the project added
a transparent roof to the courtyard and ceiling fans, along with
tropical plants to create a new
gathering place on campus for
students. A new floor made of
an eco-friendly material called
ETFE film was installed in the
atrium, along with new tables
and chairs. The next phase of
the project, which will begin
early next year, will add a wall
and doors to the south side of
the building to fully enclose the
courtyard, and will be completely climate controlled.
_______________________
City University of New York
Chancellor James B. Milliken
was recently diagnosed with
throat cancer, according to a
letter written by Milliken and
addressed to his colleagues on
March 31. According to Milliken,
the cancer is common and treatable. Milliken has been meeting
with doctors for about a month
now, and has been prescribed
radiation and chemotherapy
treatments that will be administered in the coming weeks. Milliken has been advised that he
can continue his work routine
during the treatment.
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Workshop educates students about harassment
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Baruch College’s Sexual Harassment and Assault Prevention Committee hosted the workshop titled
“Setting Relationship Boundaries”
on Thursday, March 30. The objective of the event was to understand
how to stop and respond to inappropriate sexual behavior at work,
school and in relationships.
The committee opened up the
event by explaining that it handles
complaints under the CUNY Sexual Harassment Policy, saying that
students should know when to report incidents of misconduct. The
committee stressed that all genders must be treated fairly and everyone should be able to receive an
education without being harassed.
Following this introduction,
guest speaker Marietta Bottero took
over. The manager of the Financial
Leadership Program at Baruch
College, Bottero had also previously worked with BMO Capital Markets as a senior human resources
business partner. She began her
presentation with thoughtful questions that were aimed to provoke
the audience, such as “Can you
compliment your co-workers?," “If
I just ignore him/her, will he/she
drop it?” and “Can you be fired for
inappropriate behavior even if it is
not illegal?”
She then explained that the
definition of sexual harassment
includes a hostile environment
and harassment by non-employees. Sexual harassment takes two
forms: non-verbal and verbal. Nonverbal behavior includes touching
the person’s clothing, making sexual gestures with hands or through
body movements and invading
someone’s personal space. Verbal behavior constitutes cat calls,
making comments regarding age
or disability and using vulgar lan-
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The workshop detailed the appropriate steps a student can take when he or she is sexually harassed during school or at work.
guage. Signs of nervous behavior
include blushing, dead silence and
nervous laughter.
Bottero went on to detail how
to combat unwelcome behavior.
She reminded the audience that
everyone has different thresholds,
or the line that indicates the level
of tolerance one has. To communicate one’s threshold, one should
approach his or her aggressor, use
a calm voice and explain what was
offensive and define a solution. Bottero advised to say statements such
as “Do not talk to me that way” or
“Do not come near me that way.”
“We determine if the behavior is
inappropriate. Listen to your feelings of uncertainty … Realize that
you have the right to speak up,” said
Bottero.
Bottero elaborated that it is the

employer’s responsibility to investigate complaints in a confidential
manner. The employee’s role is to
refrain from conduct that can be
construed as discriminatory and
to discuss issues of discrimination
with his or her manager.
If the harassment continues,
then the protocol would be to
reach out to responsible agents.
These would include employee
relations, a designated trusted advisor, human resources or a Starr
Career Development Center counselor. Their jobs are to conduct the
investigation, review the audience,
draw conclusions and take appropriate action to bring closure to the
situation.
Bottero additionally described
how individuals can counter sexual harassment. She emphasized

to respect other cultures, not to
negatively impact colleagues and
abide by the law and policy. People
should ask themselves, “Would I
want someone else to act this way
towards people important to me?”
and “Would I want any of these behaviors to be the subject of '60 Minutes,' '20/20 Investigations' or 'The
New York Times?'”
Bottero concluded the event by
going back to the questions asked
at the beginning of the event and
asking the audience if they gained
more understanding.
“It is helpful to be reminded
that it is okay to speak up and to say
the way that you feel. We have different thresholds, so it is fine to feel
insulted about a joke that someone
else might find funny. I hope this
event empowers you,” Bottero said.

Butler describes interview work with Cuban boxers
BY ARMIN REBIHIC
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Maxed out on five lines of credit, Brin-Jonathan Butler did the
unthinkable and gambled it all in
pursuit of reporting on Cuba and
its revered boxing icons.
Butler, the author of "The
Domino Diaries: My Decade Boxing with Olympic Champions and
Chasing Hemingway’s Ghost in the
Last Days of Castro’s Cuba" demonstrates Cuba’s nature, unobstructed by the misconceptions of
Americans. His illegal interviews,
which made him a suspect to the
Cuban government, show the patriotism behind Cuba’s best boxers
and why they declined multi-million dollar contracts to continue
fighting in Cuba for just their countrymen’s love.
“Cuba for me was this metaphor of how you stand up to the
United States,” said Butler. “I’m
not trying to portray the United
States as a bully, but if it’s the most
powerful nation that’s ever existed,
how do you stand up to that when
you’re this little 11 million population island? Whatever you want to
say about it, it takes some serious
balls.”
A former amateur boxer himself, Butler’s decision to travel to
Cuba came from a feeling of desire.
Nobody knew why some top Cuban boxers would not leave their
land behind for another, more
luxurious opportunity. Butler was
determined to uncover that.
In the United States, sports and
consumerism go hand-in-hand.
Attempting to escape sponsors is
inevitable—even the Super Bowl
is watched by many for advertisements. In Havana, the famous
baseball stadium, Estadio Latinoamericano, holds 55,000 with
no advertisements, no billboards
and no air conditioners—nothing
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Butler was watched by the Cuban government for his reporting and his illegal interviews with some of Cuba's boxing icons.
but pure passion from Cubans in
scorching heat.
Teofilo Stevenson, one of three
boxers to win three Olympic gold
medals, questioned, in Butler’s
memoir, “What’s a million dollars
compared to the love of eight million Cubans?”
On the other hand, Guillermo
Rigondeaux, who holds multiple
world championships at super bantamweight, was banned from entering Cuba after turning professional.
When his mother died, he was
banned from attending the funeral
and would be arrested if he did.
Fidel Castro’s influence on
Cuba was powerful. He kept Cuba’s
national identity strong. He made
security tight, as cameras are everywhere in Havana and security
officials are on every block. Cuba’s
literacy rates are the highest in
the world and many Cubans are
knowledgeable on classics.

“All the cigars are named after
classics, Romeo & Juliet, Montecristo—part of their literacy campaign was that rolling cigars would
have a designated reader and they
love the classics […] Books are so
important over there that [some]
have to be banned,” said Butler.
Although many Cubans are
proud of their country, many others are not. Once ruled by Spain,
then the United States and then
under Castro’s dictatorship, many
also expressed discontent as several ideologies were challenged.
Under a communist regime, it
is difficult to make money, especially when well-educated lawyers
and doctors make an equivalent of
about $30 per month. As a result,
the mercado negro, or black market, became popular. Cigars, drugs,
fake clothing—all of these are
sold for Cubans to make an extra
buck. Many of the taxi drivers are

pimps, offering services for tourists
and the rich alike.
When Cubans escape to the
United States, they are surprised by
everything, from the supermarkets
to the houses to the simplest things
Americans take for granted.
“Most of the Cubans I’ve spoken
to who left for the first time who are
around my age would just describe
the ability to see a selection of soap
or a selection of any product …
It just makes you feel completely
drunk,” explained Butler. “There
are cases of people who’ve passed
out walking into a supermarket.”
Butler is not finished with Cuba.
He just returned from a visit and
intends on going again. He has a
forthcoming documentary called
Split-Decision, which examines
Cuba-America relations. A New
York City resident, Butler is a freelance journalist and a boxing instructor in Central Park.
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F.U.S.I.O.N. hosts Fused
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The boats built for the children
are colored yellow to resemble
school buses. The yellow boats
ferry the children between the
various islands in the Philippines
so they can get to school and back.
After speaking about its cause,
Rein-Money—one of the hosts
of Fused—asked the audience to
rise for the singing of both the U.S.
national anthem and the Filipino
national anthem. Afterward, he
introduced the first performance.
Jerryl Natividad was the opening act, performing two songs
alongside her guitarist Teddy Sung.
The following performance
was a blend of acts. Josh Tusaneza
opened with a song, accompanied
again by Sung on the guitar. Tusaneza left the stage after his song,
leaving Sung on his own. Sung
performed a song and was then
joined by Catada for one final act.
The third performance was a few
vocal pieces by Jendy Pabroada.
The final performance before
the intermission was F.U.S.I.O.N.’s
dance crew, conFUSION. The
dance crew featured around 11
people and performed its awardwinning choreography, which
riled the crowd into excitement.
Paolo Cardoza was the first
post-intermission performance,
with a cover of Childish Gambino’s “Redbone.” Cardoza performed a few other songs, ending
with a Bruno Mars cover.
The next performer, Precious
Saguhan, sang a compilation of
Disney songs.
The Archbishop Molloy High
School step team took the stage
next, with another crowd riling
performance. Midway through its
act, the step team asked for crowd
participation, requesting an audience member to come on stage.
Julius Jones Jr. was the eighth

performance, performing two
pieces, one of which was an original.
Second to last was Alyssa Algo.
The singer rendered three songs
for the crowd with a beatboxer accompanying her.
The headliner of the show, and
the last performance, was Adinah.
Adinah spoke a bit about herself and how she was affiliated
with the Filipino community in
New York, about her time as a student at Stony Brook University and
about her dedication to music.
The first of four songs that she performed was a song she had written
for a friend’s wedding.
Her next piece was a Drake
medley, which she put together as
a “timeline” of Drake performances, starting with "Marvin’s Room"
and ending with "Passionfruit"
from Drake’s latest album. Her
third song was a cover and her last
piece was an original off her EP.
When asked about what her
hopes were for the event, Catada
responded saying, “I hope that
both club and non-club members
[left] having a better understanding of how strong and supportive
the Filipino community is. I hope
they see the comfort of the performers knowing that they’re performing for family. And I hope that
they leave entertained and satisfied knowing they contributed to
an amazing cause in the process.”
The only trouble Catada came
across when planning the event
was scheduling.
“There are so many talented
people so finding performers
wasn’t difficult. The only difficult
part was planning and organizing,” said Catada. “We’re in the
middle of midterms so it made it
even more difficult.”
Despite the midterms, however, F.U.S.I.O.N. was able to celebrate another sucessful year.

'Suit Up For Success'
offers afforable clothing
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Ties were priced at $3 and bags
were priced at $5. Also for sale was
a variety of coats, dresses, jackets
and skirts, for a total of more than
1,000 articles of clothing.
All proceeds collected from the
annual event will go toward the
Baruch chapter of Colleges Against
Cancer’s Relay for Life event.
“Business clothing is so expensive, so to have such a great
resource where you can get brand
name business casual and formal
clothing, it’s really accessible to
students for internships, interviews
and all that stuff,” said Aleksandra
Ryshina, chairperson of the Philanthropy Committee within SCDC’s
Peers for Careers Program.
According to Ryshina, this year’s
event was even more successful
than last year’s iteration due to the
fact that SCDC was able to utilize
both the Bearcat Den and NVC
2-190 instead of just NVC 2-190.
The use of the Bearcat Den made
it easier for shoppers to browse
around the wide selection of clothing, while also making the event
more accessible to the second floor
lobby. More than 200 people visited the event throughout the day.
Most of the clothing donations
were collected from Baruch alumni
and staff, as well as their neighbors
and friends.
“We hold several events through
the semester that are obviously professionally oriented, including our
career fairs, things like corporate
presentations, our Career Week
series. We find that our employers
are always doubly impressed when
students really make the effort to
dress the part,” said Adia Tucker,
assistant director of SCDC and the
program manager of the Peers for
Careers Program.

“All proceeds collected from
the annual event will go
toward the Baruch chapter
of Colleges Against Cancer's
Relay for Life event.
“For our career fairs, we have
a dress code. We really mandate
that students need to be dressed
in interview attire to enter. So we
also understand that students
don’t always have the attire yet.
They haven’t had occasions where
they’ve necessarily had to have a
suit. So we try to help in various
ways to prepare our students [to
come] face-to-face with employers,
be ready to look the part and also
feel the part. This is an event where
we bring very affordable, often very
high quality business attire to Baruch students,” said Tucker.
According to Tucker, the event
has typically raised approximately
$500 to $800 in proceeds in prior
years. However, this year’s event
has broken the record, raising
more than $1,000 and garnering
more clothing donations than previous years. An additional reason
for the event’s success was SCDC’s
partnership with Baruch’s Alumni
Relations Office, which created a
drop-off event at which alumni
were encouraged to donate highquality clothing, such as suits from
Burberry and Tahari.
“This is just one of the things
that we do to help students dress
for success,” said Tucker.
Clothing that was not sold at the
event was taken to Goodwill to be
donated.

PAGE 6 I THE TICKER OPINIONS

APRIL 3, 2017

Opinions
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Student government elections
resemble popularity contest
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
This year, two competing parties—Rise Baruch and Theta Apple Pie,
both of which have filled most of the open student government positions with possible candidates—are vying for the seats. In addition, Abdourahamane Diallo and Max Meneses are running for the presidency
as part of their respective independent parties.
Last year, "The Ticker"’s editorial board published an editorial in
which it critiqued the lack of choice in the election. Only two candidates contended for presidency, one of the most potentially changeinducing positions offered within USG. This year, students can choose
among four candidates for the role of president.
While this election season has certainly improved from last year’s in
terms of the variety of choices students are offered, more must be done.
Despite all of the benevolence behind the concept of building a student
government, the USG election is, in large part, a popularity contest.
Most students who get involved or want to get involved in USG have
already been exposed to student life at Baruch. Ordinarily, a small percentage of Baruch students are active in and engaged with student life
activities. This small pool of students dominates student life and receives
the most facetime as a result. Therefore, the parties running for USG are
usually comprised of people who were already part of USG or are heavily
involved in club life. This can push the elections to evolve into something akin to a popularity contest rather than a quest for efficiency.
The problem is that the people who are heavily involved in club life
make up a majority of the students who vote in USG elections. Last year,
only 1,731 ballots were cast, according to the Student Election Review
Committee—roughly a ninth of the total number of undergraduates.
The Office of Student Life puts in great effort to create a traditional
college experience for students and pushes students to develop new
interests and join various clubs. However, Baruch is still appropriately
classified as a commuter school, not just because most students commute to and from home in some capacity, but also because most students do not participate in student life activities.
This creates a poor balance and skews election prospects because
students who participate in club life are more motivated to take part in
all facets of club life, including voting. Elections turn into a popularity
contest in which candidates are voted in not based upon how well their
constituents think they will fulfill the job requirements, but by how well
their faces are known around the school.

New Uber policy creates extremely
weak defense against legal disputes
On March 24, Fortune reported that a U.S. Court of Appeals in New
York was determining whether Uber’s customers gave up their right to
sue the company when they agreed to the terms and conditions. The
article states that the argument in support of Uber is that the act of registering for an account is equal to agreeing to the terms and conditions.
On the other hand, it is unreasonable for the company to expect that its
customers will read the terms and conditions in their entirety and catch
that they are forfeiting their right to sue.
There is scientific proof that shows that most people do not read the
terms and conditions before they accept them.
In an interview with NPR’s Shankar Vedantam, Jonathan Obar cited
a study in which 98 percent of participants did not notice a policy that
requested the participant’s firstborn child as payment for involvement
in the study.
A right to sue the company, such as when the customer’s safety is
put in danger, should not be taken lightly. Yet, taking away this right
only shows that Uber puts its profits ahead of its customers’ safety. If
Uber truly cared for its customers and their rights, the company would
not take away their right to sue in the first place.

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

Theater group promotes inclusivity
A Brooklyn program was wrongly suspended for working with children to dramatize a Muslim folklore

T

he Muslim Voices project
of the Brooklyn Children's
Theatre program at Public
School 230 has been suspended
due to complaints that it has violated the establishment clause of
the First Amendment. The clause
states that “congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
The Brooklyn’s Children Theatre
program, a nonprofit organization
whose mission values inclusiveness and the nurturing of skills and
talents through the arts, has been
partnered with the public school
for several years. This year, executive director Amy Graves secured a
grant from the Doris Duke Foundation of Islamic Art to put on plays
that featured Muslim children.
The play that created a controversial buzz is “Sailimai and the
Four Riddles,” an adaptation of a
Muslim-Chinese folk story about
an emperor who asks a peasant girl
four riddles, all of which teach values such as love and hard work.
The play features a main character who wears a hijab while highlighting various Muslim-Chinese
cultural values.
The original story includes a
scene where the emperor, who the
students changed into a principal,
asks the protagonist a riddle. Sailimai, the protagonist, answers by
recalling what her mother taught
her: “remember to be grateful, remember to be kind, remember to

keep the faith and always speak
your mind.”
This dialogue is what caused a
concerned parent to reach out to
the Freedom from Religion Foundation, which then proceeded to
file a complaint with the school.
As a result, the Muslim Voices
program was suspended until all
the plays have been revised, with
the other performances of the
play canceled.
It is praise-worthy that parents
are invested in the quality of education their children receive while
attending public school. However,
there is a point where unfounded
complaints of a minority group can
affect the general education of other students.
The concerned parent took issue with the play because the parent believed that it encouraged students to practice Islam.
Though it is understandable
that parents have a right to ensure
their child’s education at a public
school does not mix church with
state, one cannot help think that
the overreaction stems from bias.
The arts programs in public schools
are intended to teach students tolerance and inclusion and this program does just that.
The play does well to normalize
the identities and experiences of
Muslim children, something that
is needed especially in the context
of current events. It is perhaps this
normalization of a minority group’s
identity and experiences that both-

ers the parent.
Fiddler on the Roof, one of
the most popular productions in
public schools includes a number
titled “Sabbath Prayer,” which has
overtly religious tones. Would the
parent have complained if that was
the play in question? It is difficult
to know for sure but not out of the
question.
“Keep the faith,” one of the values that Sailimai espouses in the
play, helps her answer her principal’s riddle. This neither compels
students to convert to Islam nor
suggests that being Muslim is the
only way to answer the principal’s
question.
When taken in context with the
rest of the play and even the collective Muslim Voices program, the
scene lays plain the importance of
familial values that promote bravery, reflection and faith, something
which all children need to learn.
The mention of faith in the play
is essential in depicting Muslim
lives. In order to permeate modern
culture, the identifying characteristics of Muslim characters must be
made parallel to that of Christian
characters.
Had Sailimai not been in a hijab
or the play not been funded to specifically hold a Muslim protagonist,
the audience would not have had
a specific religious context from
which to work.
-Rhoda Agyepong
Economics '18
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C

ursive writing has become
irrelevant in the eyes of
many parents and educational officials. Although critics push the notion that technology has destroyed the necessity for
handwriting training and, therefore, feel that it should be dismissed
in school curriculums, teaching
cursive is still essential within the
educational system.
The ability to write in and comprehend cursive is a complex skill
that requires mastery of cognitive and motor functions and can
lead to the development of one’s
penmanship.
Writing in cursive should remain a requirement in school curriculums, especially for children in
early stages of development.
In both children and adults,
handwriting can assist greatly in
developing comprehension and
writing skills as opposed to typing.
Rresearch exists that would suggest
that writing in cursive has particular benefits when learned in con-

junction with print writing.
Printing letters and writing in
cursive activates different areas
of the brain. Learning cursive can
advance the fine motor skills of
children, while writing in print also
assists students in retaining information as well as boosting their
creative capacities.
One study shows that students
in the first grade who learned how
to write in cursive received higher
scores in reading and spelling in
comparison to their peers who
learned only to write in print.
Beyond that, many of the United
States’ founding documents were
written in cursive.
It would be embarrassing if
future generations were unable
to comprehend important documents such as the Declaration of
Independence.
Learning cursive will also further lead to confidence while writing and signing any kind of legal
documentation, considering that
a cursive signature is what is most

commonly required to endorse
legal documents. Without the enforcement of cursive writing, the
professional success of future generations is at risk.
Learning cursive is beneficial
for students with disabilities, particularly for those who suffer from
dyslexia. Students with dyslexia
find reading to be difficult because
their brains associate sounds and
letter combinations inefficiently.
However, with cursive writing, students get assistance with the decoding process since it integrates
hand-eye coordination, fine motor
skills and other memory functions.
Learning to write in both print
and cursive is a major boon that
ensures children will get the best
learning experience and advantages in cognitive development.
Therefore, it is still necessary to
introduce cursive to students at a
young age.
-Stephanie Edwards
Business Communication '18
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Device ban does not
protect against terror

O

n March 21, both the United States and United Kingdom banned passengers
who were predominately from
Muslim countries from carrying
large electronic devices on incoming flights.
The ban bars passengers from
airports in 10 countries from carrying any device larger than a cell
phone, including cameras, e-readers, laptops and tablets. Top international carriers, including Emirates Airlines, Qatar Airways and
Turkish Airlines, are among those
that will have to implement new
restrictions as a result of the ban.
U.S. intelligence agencies stated
that “terrorist groups continue to
target commercial aviation” by
“smuggling explosive devices in
various consumer items.” Recently
uncovered intelligence revealed
that Al-Qaida is getting close to
finding a way to hide explosives
with little or no metal content in
electronic devices, with the goal of
targeting commercial airplanes.
At first, this recent electronics
ban appears to follow in the footsteps of other carryon restrictions,
with the stated aim of national security. However, targeting these
specific countries is prejudiced and
the ban itself is not as effective as it
should be. A suicide bomber could
pass security in a Middle Eastern
airport, go to another country and,
from there, continue to the United
States. The ban also does not restrict flight and cabin crews from
carrying electronics onboard even
though terrorists could possibly infiltrate their ranks.
Everyone can agree that terrorists creating an explosive made to
look like an ordinary device is a
problem. Since electronics are the
issue, then the ban should include

all electronics. The ban seems to
say that is it a security threat when
the device is in the cabin of the
plane but not a threat within the
cargo hold. In that case, terrorists
could use timed explosives or remote-controlled explosive devices.
The electronics ban does not protect passengers in these scenarios.
In addition to not making
flights safer, the ban also inconveniences passengers. Passengers will now have to check their
electronic equipment in the cargo
hold, something many people refuse to do because of the possibility
of theft or damage. Also, businessmen, journalists, students and other passengers who fly from these
countries to the United States and
back will be negatively impacted
since they will not be able to use
the flight time to work.
The electronics ban seems to
benefit U.S. airlines more than
their international counterparts
under the guise of maintaining
national security. In reality, it is
simply a continuation of the recent
Muslim travel ban imposed under
the current presidential administration. While the electronics ban
garners support and political votes
from the same people who supported the travel ban, the electronics ban hardly increases anyone’s
safety because it can easily be circumvented by determined terrorists. Furthermore, it only serves to
inconvenience travelers and decrease revenue from international
carriers affected by the ban.
The ban, in its current state, is
ineffective. For it to become effective, it must either be extended categorically or removed.
-Jahvon Meadows
Accounting '20

Free college would devalue degrees
THE POLITICKER

ERIC BUTKIEWICZ

T

here seems to be a competition regarding who can
make college more accessible. Two-year public colleges were
not enough and now all higher education is supposedly a right.
Sounder minds seem to have
settled in with the new belief that
all public associate’s and bachelor’s degree programs should be
free-of-charge. Who specifically
finances tuition payments remains
to be determined in most cases.
It is a sound argument that associate’s degrees are now equivalent to a high school diploma from
decades ago. The trend shows that
a bachelor’s degree will be worth
less than it is today within only a
few years from now.
Nowadays, a college education is simply equivalent to a high
school education. In many cases, this is not made to reference
individual skills or quantifiable
knowledge. The degree represents
society’s qualifier for base literacy.
If an individual did not have a high
school degree decades ago, he or
she could still have been the most
intelligent person in the room.
Regardless, he or she would have
immediately been discredited and
be seen as unintelligent for having
never completed high school.
Today, however, employers
do not seek varied skill level in
the workplace. Rather, the idea
that this bare minimum stand-

Baruch needs more arts programming
Beyond recent Art-a-Thon, more effort needs to be made to draw students to the arts and humanities
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
It is interesting to note, however, that the liberal arts and humanities classes offered at Baruch
are not quick to fill up during the
first days of class registration.
While all three schools require a
set number of liberal arts credits
to be acquired, there seems to be
considerably less interest in art,
music and theater classes.
This could be due to how Baruch introduces the arts to its newest students. Even though the core
curriculum does include introductory courses to several arts disciplines, they mainly come in the
form of long, note-heavy lectures.
This method makes these disciplines seem more like extra history
classes rather than classes that are
supposed to entice students into
expressing themselves and look
into pursuing courses that they
never thought about taking.
“Having these intro[ductory]
‘art’ classes discourages students
from expressing interest in higherlevel art classes,” freshman Josue
Avendano noted. “Most students
already dread taking an art class to
fulfill one of their requirements but
it would be way better and more
engaging to have classes like Acting I, Basic Photography or Printmaking to captivate the students
and expose them to art.”
Indeed, courses like acting
and print production are more
interactive but usually require
prerequisite courses that students
might not be able to fulfill due to
their already-packed schedules.
That leaves the myriad of these
art courses to only benefit the students who decide to pursue one of
Weissman’s humanities majors.
The skills learned from arts
courses, such as how to speak,

write, connect vast concepts together and create something out of
one’s imagination, are invaluable.
They allow students to think more
openly and gain the confidence to
express themselves freely, things
that college students should be
able to do in any field of work.
Lack of exposure to these classes and these skills continues to add
to the stigma that arts classes do
not contribute as much to a student’s education as other courses
do.
Indeed, there is a prevalent stereotype that students taking such
classes do not take their future seriously or are just looking to cushion their grade point averages.
Besides academic courses,
there is another part of a Baruch
student’s college life that makes an
impact on them: their extracurricular activities. Baruch offers over
160 clubs and organizations in all
areas of interest, including but not
limited to finance, journalism and
politics.
A quick look at the Office of Student Life’s website reveals that out
of these numerous organizations,
only a handful of them are related
to the arts.
Individuals who choose to express themselves through words
can choose between "The Ticker"
and the student literary magazine,
"Encounters Magazine." Those interested in music and music production can get involved with the
New York Music Industry Association and aspiring singers can audition to be part of Baruch’s a cappella group, the Baruch Blue Notes.
The Baruch Thespian Club provides a community for individuals
interested in performing in theatrical productions or learning theater production behind the scenes.
Other notable student organiza-

tions include the Baruch Photography Club, WBMB Baruch College Radio and Lexicon, the school
yearbook.
While these organizations have
fared well in Baruch and attracted
many members, the clubs and
much of the work that they have
produced do not seem as though
they are prominently presented to
students.
Therefore, similarly to the arts
curriculum, only those students
who are already part of their respective clubs benefit from the
various events and showcases
these clubs host and sponsor. The
recent Art-a-Thon and Baruch’s
Got Talent events are a handful
of sparse events that encourage
students from the entire school to
participate.
Also lacking are clubs that introduce students to various forms
of dance, something that other senior CUNY colleges like Brooklyn
College and Hunter College have.
There are several spaces—the
Baruch Performing Arts Center, Mason Hall in the 23rd Street
Building and the Multipurpose
Room in the Newman Vertical
Campus—that could be used more
effectively to organize larger-scale
events and encourage students to
explore art, dance, musical, spoken word and vocal performances.
Baruch has done much to show
that it is a hub of advancement,
culture and diversity in the greatest city in the world, but it still has a
lot of work to do in order to equally
expose students to all disciplines.
Baruch needs to give its students
are given opportunities to express
themselves in and out of the classroom.
-Diana Shishkina
Political Science '20

ard should be used as a generic
qualifier for intelligence is rapidly
spreading. It is a troubling trend.
Individuals who do not need
certain levels of education are being forced into college programs
that are not necessary for their line
of work. The skills they learn in
school do not benefit their work.
The diploma received post-graduation is simply a piece of paper that
stops the employer from directly
shredding a submitted resume
and, effectively, wastes four years
of an individual’s life.
It is reasonable to argue that an
individual is bettered by spending
two years in a community college
learning about liberal arts subjects, such as history, math, reading and writing. However, to spend
an additional two years studying a
subject matter that has no benefit
to his or her professional life becomes difficult to justify.
Not only do these students
waste their own time, but society
also suffers. A producer is lost as
the student is forced to be a consumer. In many cases, the student
incurs tens to hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt. Since the
diploma is merely a qualifier—often for entry level positions—these
students do not receive salaries
that compensate for the high levels
of debt they incurred in order to receive the diploma. This is creating
a bubble of runaway debt, which,
one day, will burst with disastrous
consequences.
Opponents will argue that this
debt itself is the problem. If public
colleges were free, no one would
need to incur debt to receive a
college degree, opponents argue.
This, however, presents a whole
different issue. As one may see in
a standard economy, rare items
have significantly greater value
than common items. A diamond
is worth far more than salt. In Ro-

man times, this was not the case,
but since salt is so abundant in
modern society, salt has become
a common household good. The
same goes for a college degree.
If everyone is able to receive a
public college degree, every individual’s degree will be just as
worthless as salt is today. Students
seeking a meaningful degree will
need to incur the debt anyway to
afford a private college. The prestige of public institutions will then
be diminished.
In the past, a college degree
was a sign of prestige as only a select group of individuals was able
to achieve them. A college degree
signified the highest achievers.
Today, the same people need
to earn master’s degrees and doctorates in order to achieve similar
prestige while incurring massive
debt and wasting years of their
lives acquiring skills that could
have been better learned in the
workforce. Not all jobs require
college to be successful, such as
trades related jobs. Some jobs,
such as those in the medical field,
require years of study, but the majority of jobs do not.
Sending businesspeople to
master’s programs is inefficient,
wasteful and stalls brilliant individuals from entering the workforce in which they belong.
It is unjust to starve society
of talent. The United States must
make smart decisions to benefit
the education system and realize
that college degrees do not measure an individual’s achievement.
Eric is a Public Affairs student who
is active in organizations including
the Baruch College Republicans
and the Honors Student Council. Outside of college, he recently
founded a nonprofit, Doxa, which
aims to increase “debate, discourse
and citizenship.”

Public must not blame
Islam for terror attacks

T

he Western world faced another terrorist attack this
past March 22 at the Westminster Bridge of London. Three
civilians and one police officer
were killed in the attack, the offender using a vehicle and a knife
as weaponry. The Islamic State
has claimed responsibility for the
attack and has yet again proven
that the threat of terrorism is
still a danger to the stability of
Western society.
As someone who grew up Muslim-American, this situation has
saddened me.
Perhaps I am too accustomed
to how the world looks at Muslims
after their fears have been once
again re-affirmed in the aftermath
on these tragic events. The 9/11 attack, the Boston Marathon bombing, the San Bernardino and Orlando shootings, the Paris attack
and now recently the Westminster
attack are all part of this reign of
terror in the West.
As a result of increasing numbers of terror attacks, people will
look for the solutions to prevent
the problem, and rightly so. They
will either claim that it is the result
of the refugee crisis or blame Islam
and generalize its supporters.
All of the terrorist attacks mentioned may cause an ignorant individual to come to the conclusion
that all Muslims are terrorists. They
will ignore the fact that Muslim
charities exist and preach universal love, and forget that the Muslim
community condemns the attacks
in the same way as they do.
They will disregard the communication between the Muslim-American community and
law enforcement. They will reject
these notions because none of
them can prove that Muslims are
not a peaceful people. That con-

clusion, however, is only a hasty
generalization.
The first step to finding the real
solution is to realize that terrorism
is a problem that is plaguing not
only Western countries, but the
entire world. This is why the global
community should work together
to find the best possible solution to
the problem.
Another problem lies in the fact
that human beings tend to blame
events on illogical things. In the
wake of terror attacks, people look
at those who are in their vicinity
and whom they can affect.
Blaming and generalizing an
entire group of people for terrorist attacks can create an outlet for
emotions, which can act as a temporary solution to the problem.
This, however, is neither efficient
nor correct.
This most recent terrorist attack
prompts civilians to look at possible solutions that can bring an
end to future catastrophic events.
Globally, civilians must at least
move in the right direction. In
this era, western Muslims are facing a very unpredictable future.
It is necessary that in the wake of
terror attacks, humanity looks for
ways to end the threat of terrorism,
especially terrorism from within.
However, eradicating terrorism
and dismantling the IS have to be
peaceful efforts.
Finding the solutions will not
be achieved through blaming others or marginalizing minorities.
War does not bring peace. More
than ever, combating the threat of
terrorism will require discussion,
cooperation and a message of unshakable resilience to the enemies
of humanity.
-Ahsan Mushtaq
Political Science '20
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Globalization leads to corruption
Growing interdependence makes the exchange of dark money and influence practically inevitable

T

he recent presidential election may go down in history
as one of the most controversial elections in the history of
the United States.
The results of the election
sparked widespread debate on
various issues ranging from the
Electoral College to the potential
meddling in the election by foreign
governments. This is due in no
small part to the theatrical nature
of the election and the extreme
views held by both the left and
the right.
One of the most frightening
topics that has come up is the idea
that foreign governments meddled
in the election, stripping U.S. voters of their political self-determination. The main focus has been
a concentrated effort by the left to
discredit and delegitimize President Donald Trump. However, the
most frightening aspect of the current political theater is without a
doubt the strong mistrust and misunderstanding of the government
and its officials.
This mistrust does not go completely unfounded. However, without insight into the nature of 21st
century politics, it can be very easy
to misconstrue the normal as the
abnormal.
Since the end of World War II,
the United States and almost every other nation has made very
dramatic shifts in their respective
foreign policies.
The creation of global institutions such as the United Nations
and many others has laid the foundation for a borderless world—a
world in which almost no country
is autonomous and there exists a
state of interdependence among
all the nations in various economic, political and social ways.
This concept is known as glo-

balization and it has exponentially
taken off during the high-tech
world that exists today.
The ability for people to connect and communicate with one
another is amazing as people can
now do things that have never before been imagined.
The advent of corporations
such as Facebook, Google and
Twitter shows just how powerful
technology is becoming.
Reports that Russia was involved in hacking and spreading
fake news shows that these powerful technological tools have the
potential to be misused and exploited. However, that justification
oversimplifies a much more complex problem.
The problem of a foreign government meddling in the affairs
of another country is not new. The
CIA, along with the SIS, the intelligence agencies of the United
States and the United Kingdom,
were successful in their attempt to
create a revolution in Iran in 1953.
The Saudi royal family was placed
in control by the British Empire
with no regard to the political selfdetermination of the Saudi people whose government they had
just toppled.
However, those scenarios are
far different from the accusations
flying around today. Some went as
far as to say that Trump was colluding with the current President
of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin. Others accused Hillary
Clinton of taking large amounts of
“dark money” from foreign governments and individuals in return for
political favors.
Both of these accusations have
very serious implications. What
is important, however, is to avoid
jumping to conclusions and to attempt to understand how politics

has become globalized, something
that may not be in the best interests of the voters.
A smart investor could have
made a significant amount of
money if he or she were to invest
knowing the implications that
the election would have on the
global markets.
However, money is not a reward
worth risking for one’s political
self-determination. The deep-seated nature of the interdependence
that exists among all nations has
led other countries and wealthy
individuals to have a lot at stake
when one country is in the middle
of a major election.
The globalized institutions
mentioned previously were created with the hopes of creating world
order. Inadvertently, their implementation created a state where
the wealthy and powerful have so
much at stake that they are heavily incentivized to meddle in an
election in order to tip the scales in
their favor.
This is no different from an individual hedging the markets in
anticipation of a Trump victory.
The hypocrisy of globalization is
that it has the ability to strip individuals of their right to political
self-determination in an effort to
increase the self-interests of the
wealthy and powerful.
If this is to be understood as
true—if a modern, globalized
world is the perfect storm for allowing such injustices to pass,
then there needs to be a governing body established to protect the
sovereignty of all nations from outside influence and protect democracy from becoming oligarchy on
all continents.
-Seamus Kirk
Political Science '18

Student athletes do not need salaries
Education presents enough payment for students who participate in elite college athletics programs
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The question is extremely polarizing. Many believe that athletes
bring a great amount of money
to their schools and should be
paid, as Bosworth believed. Others argue that the full scholarship
that the athletes receive is more
than enough because their education will lead to sufficient pay in
the future.
Both arguments are strong
and valid but one side’s argument
makes much more statistical sense
than the other. College athletes
should only be awarded full scholarships that cover the expense of a
college education.
Student athletes receive full
scholarships, and have very low
requirements to keep these scholarships. There are students going
into pre-med who have to maintain a 4.0 GPA in order to maintain
their scholarships. These students
are paying upwards of $70,000
per year for their undergraduate
degree.
Meanwhile, there are many
student athletes who are required
to keep a 2.0 GPA in order to keep
their scholarship. Despite this,
many student athletes choose to
abandon school and bypass graduation in order to pursue a professional career in sports.
This is the ultimate reward that
will lead to a rewarding future.
Many student athletes choose to
abandon school and bypass graduation in order to pursue a professional career in sports. Though
some are successful, many more of
them are not.
For example, there are over
73,000 college football players in
the NCAA, 16,000 of whom will be
eligible for the NFL draft.
A mere 252 of these players will

be drafted to the NFL, with some
signing as undrafted free agents.
The average NFL career spans just
three years.
Out of 73,000 college football
players, only a select few will remain professional football players
after three years. This is why the
full scholarship is so important.
While playing a sport in college can be equivalent to working
a full-time job, sports unfortunately often take precedence over
education.
Roughly 80 percent of Division I athletes graduate from college. Those are the athletes whose
professional careers often pan
out. Graduation is extremely important for them, a prospect that
is amplified upon receiving a full
scholarship.
Imagine how a hypothetical
pre-medical student feels when
he or she sees a classmate choose
not to graduate after having been
awarded a full scholarship. The
pre-medical student would stare
ahead at years of education and
loans that may cut into his or her
salary for much of his or her life.
He or she would be upset that the
athletes are awarded this luxury.
However, in a sense, both the
athlete and the pre-medical student are “paying” the institution.
College sports rake in millions of
dollars for their campuses. The
athletes are the reason the sports
programs exist and why schools
make so much money.
Therefore, athletes are compensated for their need and given a full
scholarship that will provide them
with a free education as well as the
skills and resources to provide for a
family post-graduation.
These skills and resources are
extremely necessary for those who
are not one of the 252 players draft-

ed to the NFL.
Student athletes do not need
extra compensation in addition
to the full scholarship, but NCAA
athletes should be able to collect
royalties on their names.
For example, a player should
be able to collect money from an
autograph signing they held or
from sold jerseys that have their
names on the back. There is a
line to be drawn when it comes to
athletes’ rights.
Although
the
scholarship
is enough of a reward, athletes
should never be punished for collecting money from an autograph
signing or collecting money on
their names.
Athletes earn so much money
for the NCAA and are the reason
the organization still exists. There
is no reason for them to be punished for accepting benefits if they
rightfully earned the benefits that
they are receiving.
The main reason that the question of salary is raised when it
comes to student athletes is the
fact that the students are not allowed to take any money for their
services, which is unfair to the
athletes.
The establishment of a legislative lobby for the rights of college
athletes shows that the debate
is still ongoing. These lobbyists
should fight to allow athletes to
receive the royalties and benefits
that they work so hard to earn. It is
only common sense.
However, common sense does
not go very far in Washington. The
NCAA should loosen its grip on the
rights of college athletes before the
government rightfully forces them
to comply.
-Andrew Marzullo
Political Science '20
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Business
OPEC meets in Kuwait to discuss extending 2016 output cut
BY JAHVON MEADOWS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On March 25, a joint committee was held in Kuwait between
the ministers of both members and
non-members of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries.
The goal of the meeting was to decide whether the 2016 agreement
to limit the supply of oil should be
extended by another six months.
The committee was headed by
Kuwaiti Oil Minister Essam AlMarzouq and consisted of OPEC
members Algeria, Kuwait and Venezuela, in addition to non-OPEC
members Oman and Russia.
OPEC is a cartel consisting of
the world’s 13 major oil exporting
nations. A cartel is a collection of
otherwise independent businesses
or countries that act as if they were
a single producer and are therefore
able to fix prices for any goods or
services they provide with little
or no competition. Since OPEC is
composed of some of the greatest
oil exporting countries in the world,
it holds a disproportionate amount
of oil and natural gas reserves, currently possessing 80 percent of
the world’s crude oil reserves and
nearly 50 percent of natural gas reserves. As a result, OPEC has a large
influence on the oil market, which
allows it to keep oil prices high to
reap profits and maintain its share
in the global market to preserve
influence.
To increase the price of oil,
Saudi Arabia convinced the rest of
OPEC’s members and non-members to agree to cut the production
of oil in late 2016. The OPEC mem-
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With oil prices projected to drop further, OPEC may extend its prior agreement to cut production by 1.8 million barrels per day.
bers were expected to cut production by 1.2 million barrels a day and
non-OPEC members by 600,000
barrels a day, for a total of 1.8 million barrels a day.
This deal was particularly important to Saudi Arabia, as a plan
titled Saudi Vision 2030 had just
laid out its goal of remaking its oildependent economy into an economy that is more diversified. Under this plan, Saudi Arabia would
raise its share of non-oil exports
in non-oil gross domestic product
from 16 percent to 50 percent. Additionally, the plan would include
creating more jobs in its mining
sector, creating quality tourism attractions, localizing the country’s
renewable energy and industrial
equipment sectors, making it easi-

er to apply for visas and increasing
funding of digital infrastructure,
culture, education and the military.
The plan also sought some other
economic goals, such as increasing women’s participation in the
labor market and reducing the
unemployment rate.
The irony inherent in Vision
2030 is that to move away from reliance on oil and make headway
in diversifying its economy, Saudi
Arabia would need to sell more
oil. Prince Mohammed had previously stated to reporters that, “We
can achieve this vision even if oil
is lower than $30. We think it is almost impossible to go under $30
because of global demand.”
However, Saudi Arabia and other OPEC countries depend on high

revenue from oil to engage in new
projects. If the agreement is not extended, the countries will have to
diversify their economies with the
lower price of oil in place.
There was a recent 10 percent
drop in oil prices amid signs that
the worldwide supply of oil might
not actually be decreasing. Investors have also raised doubts about
OPEC’s extension of the previously
mentioned oil-reduction agreement of 1.8 million barrels per day
for the coming months. Additionally, Brent crude, a major benchmark price for oil worldwide, temporarily dropped below $50 last
week. The price of oil could drop
even further because of increased
U.S. output in recent months
and doubts concerning whether

the reduction agreement would
achieve a high level of compliance
among OPEC member and nonmember countries.
A common sentiment among
investors seems to be that extending the OPEC deal will probably
happen.
“Without the production cut
agreement, I think you could basically target the low-to-mid $30s.
I’m of the mind they extend it,” said
Gene McGillian, manager market
research at Tradition Energy.
Helima Croft, global head of
commodity strategy at the Royal
Bank of Canada, further stated,
“Do they really want to flirt with the
$30s? Is that something that’s going
to enhance their ability to lead in
one of these petrostates?”
The OPEC members and nonmembers will be eager to extend
the deal because of their own domestic concerns. Recently, an
OPEC source, referring to a report
released by a committee monitoring the output reduction, said that
commitment within OPEC was
near 86 percent concerning the reduction agreement.
When the agreement between
OPEC members and major producers of oil was first enacted in
December 2016, the price of oil had
stabilized around $50 for weeks.
In January 2017, Brent crude was
trading at around $58 a barrel. The
extension of the 2016 agreement to
cut the production of oil by 1.8 million barrels per day will raise the
price of oil back up to a comparable
level and give these petrostates the
funds necessary to build infrastructure and diversify their economies.

Dow Jones dips for eighth time as GOP fails to back health care bill
BY PAUL JOH
BUSINESS EDITOR

After a strong start to the year,
the U.S. stock market posted its biggest weekly decline in months, as
investors embraced the failure of
the Republican Party’s health care
bill. Since the election, all three of
the major U.S. indexes have set record all-time highs, on the hopes
that President Donald Trump will
stimulate the economy through job
creation and tax reforms. However,
the sharp selloff in the markets, following the bill’s defeat, suggests investors are worried that a delayed
replacement of former President
Barack Obama’s Affordable Care
Act, more commonly known as
“Obamacare,” could signal further
setbacks for Trump’s other probusiness policies.
Without the support of the entire Republican Party, Trump’s replacement proposal, the American
Health Care Act, seemed doomed
to many from the start. Trump, who
has been criticized for his inability
to unite the GOP since taking office,
struggled to rally support from his
fellow party members in this first
major legislative test. The combination of millions of people losing
both their insurance and the possibility of the government increasing
spending through tax credits made
the replacement bill a hard sell to
many Republicans.
While some analysts see the failure of the health care bill as a harbinger for Trump’s future reforms,
others describe the loss as a victory,
saying that it will speed up the process for the administration’s more
popular growth initiatives. Jim Cramer, host of the CNBC show, “Mad
Money,” encouraged his viewers to
take advantage of the bear markets
and invest in sectors such as industrials and financials, which would

otherwise benefit from lighter regulation and lower taxes.
“I think the swift failure of the
health care plan allows Trump
to go back to his economic agenda—the things Wall Street really
wants—and while he can be his
own worst enemy for certain, it’s a
heck of a lot easier to cut taxes than
it is to cut health care,” said Cramer.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average posted its eighth consecutive
down day on March 27, its longest
losing streak in over five years.
The Dow fell a total of 1.9 percent
during the stretch before bouncing back 0.73 percent on Tuesday.
Financial stocks, which contributed to most of the losses, also contributed to most of the gains amid
strong consumer confidence data.
The demise of the health care
bill was a reality check for investors, who reaped big gains from
the post-election rally. The string
of negative trading sessions in the
markets gave investors time to reevaluate their positions and also
allowed markets to cool off.
Optimism over Trump’s economic agenda in the past few
months lifted stocks to record
highs, causing some to be overpriced based on their current
valuations. According to a recent
survey by Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, 34 percent of fund managers who were polled said that the
current stock prices are overvalued. In addition, the same report
states that investors are holding 4.8
percent of their portfolios in cash,
which can be utilized in down
markets.
Instead of further propping up
share prices, some investors want
to see rebalancing in the markets.
An article in “The Wall Street Journal” states, “on average, market
corrections occur each year.” While
investors typically want to see mar-
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Following the failure of the recent GOP bill, markets dropped as investors began to doubt the success of future bills.
kets rising, they also believe that
“long periods without corrections
can lead to unruly trading and end
in larger, more disruptive declines.”
According to FactSet, a multinational financial data and software
company, the Standard & Poor’s
500 has recently traded at its highest price-to-earnings ratio since
2004. In a message to his clients,
CFRA chief strategist Sam Stovall
said, “Since prices lead fundamentals, the fundamentals better start
picking up the pace in order to justify such extended valuations.”
The dollar also plunged to its
lowest level in over four months.
The U.S. currency gained ground
earlier this year when the Trump

administration promised to push
through tax reforms and infrastructure spending. The Wall Street Journal Dollar Index, which measures
the value of the dollar against 16
other major world currencies, was
recently down 0.4 percent at 89.66
after the disappointing series of
events over the GOP’s failure.
The collapse of the health care
plan will also impact the Trump administration’s promised tax reform.
If successful, the AHCA would have
covered some of the deficit that
would have been created under the
proposed tax plan. The corporate
tax cuts, set to reduce rates from 35
percent to 20 percent, would provide companies an earnings boost

and more capital to spend and invest. If the GOP cannot find a way
to pay for the tax cuts, then the tax
reform bill could face the same ultimatum as the health care plan.
After seeing the bill fall apart,
Trump has announced that he will
seek support from both major parties for the deal on health care.
“We are going to be doing a great
job. Hopefully it will start being bipartisan because everybody really
wants the same thing,” said Trump
in a meeting with Senate members
at the White House on Tuesday,
March 28. “We want greatness for
this country that we love. I think we
are going to have some very good
relationships.”

PAGE 10 I THE TICKER BUSINESS

APRIL 3, 2017

APRIL 3, 2017

THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE I PAGE 11

Arts & Style
Power Rangers brings hit ‘90s television show to silver screen
BY JOSUE MENDEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Tugging at the nostalgic heartstrings of adults across the country,
Power Rangers was released March
24 to shocking results. The Dean
Israelite-directed film is an adaptation of the hit ‘90s television show,
“Mighty Morphin Power Rangers,”
a story of five teenagers with attitude who are given superhero powers from an ancient wizard to combat against the vile Rita Repulsa.
The phrase “teenagers with attitude” seems to be an understatement when comparing the original television heroes to their onscreen counterparts, and that is for
the better.
The movie stars relatively unknown actors in the title roles of the
Power Rangers, with the exception
of Becky G, a widely known Mexican-American singer who is making her theatrical debut as Trini,
the Yellow Power Ranger. Alongside her are the other power rangers: RJ Cyler plays the Blue Ranger,
Ludi Lin plays the Black Ranger,
Dacre Montgomery plays the Red
Ranger and Naomi Scott plays the
Pink Ranger.
Throughout the course of the
film, each actor masterfully showcases the struggles of what it means
to be a teenager in this day and age.
The issues are relatable to a certain degree and it is especially nice
to experience the first showing of
an autistic and LGBTQ superhero
on film.
Each actor gives believable performances, with some prompting
the audience to shed some tears
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A vibrant cast of young actors portray the titular heroes in the reimagined reboot of “Mighty Morphin Power Rangers.”
when watching a campfire scene
during the film.
The Rangers are accompanied
by the likes of Tony-winning actor Bryan Cranston and Emmynominated actress Elizabeth Banks
who play the roles of Zordon and
Rita Repulsa, respectively. Despite
seeing only his face for the majority of the film, Cranston plays a key
role as the mentor of the immature
heroes and holds a secret that definitely shakes up the plot.
Banks, while a bit over the top
at moments, gives an electrifying
performance as the main villain of
the film, with some scenes being
downright menacing.
The plot of the original “Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers,” while
beloved by many, was always stale

at best. Although proving to be a
challenge, the screenwriting team
behind the movie definitely gave
its best to adapt the mythology and
lore of the series to the big screen.
The plot may be cliche at times in
line with other superhero origin
films, but it is obvious that the film
packs a ton of heart that would win
over any skeptic.
Perhaps the biggest negative of
the film, besides some occasional
cheesy dialogue, would be the
long second act. The first act does
a great job introducing each Ranger
and the struggles they face, but the
second seems to drag a bit as the
Rangers train and learn the value of
teamwork in time before Repulsa’s
impending doom.
Over an hour into the movie, the

heroes still did not morph into the
color-coded armor-wielding Power
Rangers.
However, the long wait does
pay off in some aspects when the
audience finally sees the five teenagers walk down a hallway with a
brilliant musical score composed
by Brian Taylor playing in the
background.
The second act is completely
devoted to character-building,
which may turn many people off—
especially children—but in the end
it goes a long way for making the
audience care for characters when
they finally go off into battle.
The third act of the film is pure
adrenaline-packed action as the
Rangers finally don the suits and
battle the “putties,” Repulsa’s

henchmen. Audiences may get just
a bit giddy to hear the original 1995
“Mighty Morphin Power Rangers”
theme song play in the background
as the Rangers jump into their
Zords—giant Transformer-like robots themed after dinosaurs—in a
scene reminiscent of the original
show.
The action kicks to another level
when the Zords combine to make
a giant robot, which Cyler’s character names the Megazord, and
proceeds to face off in a Pacific
Rim-style showdown with one of
Repulsa’s baddies, Goldar.
The film does a fantastic job at
introducing the world of Power
Rangers for new and old fans alike.
Audiences can head into this movie
with no previous knowledge of the
children’s action show and leave
knowing all they need to know for
the guaranteed sequel.
At the same time, the movie
does an excellent job at providing
nostalgic value for all the long-time
fans of the series who came in hoping to release their inner child—
especially when one stays for the
mid-credits scene.
Power Rangers exceeded studio expectations this past weekend at the box office with a $40.5
million release, although anyone
who watched the film would not be
surprised.
While obvious that this film was
made with the intentions of a future franchise in mind, the film deserves every penny doing the one
thing many fans did not expect—a
mighty, satisfying, reimagined reboot of a cherished children’s television show.

‘Feud: Bette and Joan’ explores ageism and sexism in Hollywood
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

What Ever Happened to Baby
Jane? is a 1962 classic film starring
Golden Age Hollywood icons Joan
Crawford and Bette Davis. It is one
of the pioneers of the horror genre.
Crawford and Davis star as sisters
Blanche and Baby Jane Hudson,
respectively.
But as the movie depicts a terrifying narrative of insanity and
jealousy, there is an even more
epic drama unfolding behind the
camera—a decade-long bad blood
between Hollywood’s best actresses for a lonely spot on the pedestal
of fame.
FX’s new series “Feud: Bette
and Joan” is the first anthology in
Ryan Murphy’s new television series dedicated to celebrity rivalries.
Murphy comes out as a superstar
from his universally praised “The
People v. O. J. Simpson: American
Crime Story” and the “American
Horror Story” series, making him
almost singlehandedly responsible
for making anthologies the new
“it” genre.
In “Feud: Bette and Joan,” Murphy decides to bring in all of his
best talents and create a suspenseful love letter to the classic Hollywood drama. This homage portrays
the events of one of the most iconic
fights in entertainment history with
grotesque precision.
Murphy writes and directs the
pilot, and his work stands out not
just for its aesthetical attributes,
but also for its precision and thorough development. Murphy’s biggest accomplishment, however, is
his masterful ability to put together
a stunning and stellar cast.
Murphy’s constant collaborator
Jessica Lange plays Crawford, who
is tired of poor roles. She is dreaming of another Academy Award.
After being offered really ordinary

scripts, she finally comes across a
horror gem—What Ever Happened
to Baby Jane?
She pitches the idea to the director Robert Aldrich, played by Alfred
Molina, who agreed to write and
direct a film with an older female as
a lead—something that was on the
edge of a taboo.
Crawford then offers the title
role to her nemesis, Davis. Portrayed by Susan Sarandon, Davis is
also searching for her breakout role
on the silver screen and she agrees
to play Blanche, the antagonist in
the film. Realizing that the peak of
their fame has been gone, they try
to put decades of mutual disdain to
the side and decide to show Hollywood that they still have it.
Lange and Sarandon’s performances are not inferior to the stars
of the original picture. Lange portrays Crawford as a soft viper, sleazy
and classy in her glamorous gowns.
Being a less decorated actress than
Davis, Crawford is ready to be ruthless to get her colleague’s recognition. “I will get her respect,” says
Lange in one of her scenes, “even if
I have to kill both of us for that.”
Davis perfectly balances out
Lange’s bloody gentleness. Her
character is bold, fierce and has no
time for sneaky games. She delivers
punches and she breaks walls. With
every flick of a cigarette lighter,
Davis is ready to burn bridges like
there is no tomorrow.
Yet, as every strong woman
who has to fight her whole life, she
wants to be vulnerable. Sarandon’s
portrayal of Davis comes to life
with touching versatility worthy of
a two-time Oscar winner and 10time nominee, whom Davis was.
Other talented actresses provide
supporting roles. Judy Davis plays
Hedda Hopper, a celebrity gossip
columnist with a venomous tongue
and hawkish desire for the public to
know the truth.

Kathy Bates and Catherine Zeta-Jones portray Golden Age Hollywood actresses Joan Blondell and
Olivia de Havilland, who provide
periodic commentary on the infamous feud from the perspective
of 1978. Murphy’s beloved Sarah
Paulson makes a short appearance
as Geraldine Page.
In “Feud: Bette and Joan”, Crawford and Davis are told that their
time has passed, and these headstrong ladies refuse to accept such
a status.
The trouble is, they have hated
each other for many years and
that chronic disdain for each other
plays into the hands of the studio.
“Keep them at each other’s throats,”
says the sexist head of studio Jack L.
Warner, played by Stanley Tucci.
Warner is ready to make the

production into a bloody war if
only to sell tickets. The highly publicized rivalry made the film a box
office hit, making Crawford and
Davis prominent again, but only for
a short period of time. The studio
walked away with money and Oscars, and the ladies were left with
nothing.
The men in this film are obviously intimidated by women and
do not want to lose their power.
They are ready to sacrifice true
talent in order to maintain the
patriarchy. Suddenly, What Ever
Happened to Baby Jane? shapes
into another question: “what
ever happened to good roles for
women?” The answer has yet to be
discovered.
Talking about blunt ageism and
sexism in Hollywood, all of the ac-

tresses in this film are not just delivering scripted lines, but they are
telling a real story of a problem that
still exists. Neither of the series’ female stars had a good leading film
role in more than 10 years.
Bates, Lange and Paulson were
resurrected by Murphy in his television projects, while Sarandon is
stuck playing mothers.
The issues that “Feud: Bette and
Joan” open up are not just history
that needs to be remembered. It is a
relevant problem of representation
that still poisons Hollywood.
Thankfully, television has been
embracing older woman by giving
them deeper roles that not only
challenge performers, but also
show that women of certain ages
are just as good as younger newcomers, if not better.
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Lange, who plays Crawford, and Sarandon, who plays Davis, star in Murphy’s new anthology about celebrity rivals.
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Green Day leads politically charged concert at Barclays Center
BY ANDREW MARZULLO
STAFF WRITER

“Rock ‘n’ Roll will change the
world,” exclaimed Green Day frontman Billie Joe Armstrong. Armstrong preached that whether a
person is liberal or conservative,
black or white or gay or straight,
rock ‘n’ roll will unite everyone,
and together the world will sing,
dance, laugh and cry. One thing
is sure—Armstrong can definitely
keep his promises.
From the opening drum salvo
of the politically charged anthem
“Know Your Enemy,” to the somber
final chords of the ballad “Good
Riddance (Time of Your Life),” the
Barclays Center was partying with
Green Day.
Green Day has been rocking arenas and taking names since 1986, a
feat Armstrong does not want fans
to forget, and the band shows no
signs of slowing down.
The trio of guitarist/singer

Armstrong, bassist Mike Dirnt and
drummer Tre Cool released its 12th
studio album Revolution Radio on
Oct. 7, 2016, and was highly praised
by fans and critics alike. The band
has since toured in support of the
album, starting with shows at intimate venues such as Webster Hall,
continuing overseas in Europe and
culminating with a North American arena tour.
Green Day is out to prove that it
still has the magic that made them
a five-time Grammy Award-winning act, and an inductee into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
Green Day hit it big in 1994 after the release of its third studio
release, Dookie. The album, which
captured the essence of teenage
boredom, angst and “pleasure,”
went on to be certified Diamond,
which means it sold over 10 million
records.
After follow-up releases Insomniac and Nimrod in 1995 and
1997, respectively, the band began

to take a different approach to its
music, ditching the simple punk
aspects that made it famous, opting
instead for more complex music
that borrowed elements from ska
and folk genres.
After the release of its underrated 2000 album Warning, itproved
that it was heading in a much different direction musically.
However, the band began losing
credibility and fans, who claimed
that Green Day lost its magic.
However, when it released its 2004
politically charged rock opera,
American Idiot, the band members
proved that they were not done just
yet—in fact, they were just starting
up again.
They released 21st Century
Breakdown in 2009 to even more
rave reviews and critical acclaim
and, in 2012, released a trifecta of
albums, ¡Uno! ¡Dos! and ¡Tre! which
polarized fans and critics alike. It
was that year that Armstrong had
a famous meltdown at the MTV
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Video Music awards and checked
himself into rehab, delaying the
subsequent 99 Revolutions Tour for
several months.
On April 7, 2013, Green Day
brought its act to the Barclays
Center for the first time. The show
was full of energy, with Armstrong
shooting water guns into the crowd
and straying away from politics.
Green Day played all the hits, but
something was missing.
Even though the show was filled
with energy and had a fantastic
set list, it was missing the punch
that made it famous. However,
that all changed with President
Donald Trump.
The campaign and subsequent
election of Trump infuriated members of the band, and it shows on
their newest album. The songs on
the album and the overall theme
of the album point to revolution,
something the trio has not been
afraid to advocate on the platform
it has been given.

The campaign and
subsequent election of
Trump infuriated members
of the band, and it shows
on their newest album. The
songs on the album and
the overall theme of the
album point to revolution,
something the trio has
not been afraid to advocate
on the platform that it has
been given.

Bassist Dirnt, along with Armstrong and Cool, united a politically divided crowd at the Barclays Center on March 15.

The band took it further during
the 2016 American Music Awards,
when it led a chant of “No Trump,
No KKK, No Fascist USA” during
a performance of its song “Bang
Bang” from the new album. The political fire that brought it back to the
top with American Idiot returned to
the band.
When the band brought the
act back to Brooklyn on March 15,
there was something about it different than its show the first time.
After a performance of the political anthem “Know Your Enemy,”
the band performed the new songs
“Bang Bang,” “Revolution Radio”
and the 2004 hit “Holiday” to set
the tone for the show.
The crowd automatically knew
that this was not just another concert. Before a performance of “Letterbomb,” Armstrong delivered the
aforementioned unification address, before singing “it’s not over
‘till you’re underground,” an obvious attempt to inspire a revolution
of sorts.
The band launched into its deep
catalogue of hits such as “Boulevard of Broken Dreams,” Dookie
hits, such as “Longview”—which
Armstrong invited a fan to sing—
and even covers such as Operation
Ivy’s “Knowledge.” There was even
a jam session in which the members laid down on the floor and
covered “Hey Jude” and “(I Can’t
Get No) Satisfaction.”
After 26 songs, the band left the
stage and returned for its encore,
which included hits “American
Idiot” and “Jesus of Suburbia.” The
show closed with acoustic performances of “Ordinary World” and
“Good Riddance,” and the crowd
went home pleased after a great
night of music, reflection and fun.
Only Green Day can lead a politically charged concert and unite
a politically divided crowd, and it
did so in style.

Beauty and the Beast remake evokes nostalgia within moviegoers
REEL REVIEWS

BENJAMIN WALLIN
Reboots, remakes and sequels
come out all the time, and it is important for fans to consider their
value. Disney fans, for example,
should be skeptical of the company’s recent decision to film liveaction remakes of a large slate of its
popular animated films, which are
largely understood to be classics.
Clearly, there is something financially remunerative to be found
in this idea, with the 2015 Cinderella remake grossing over $200
million and the 2016 The Jungle
Book remake grossing over $100
million more.
After questioning why, viewers must consider whether there is
any reason, besides money, behind
this year’s remake, Beauty and
the Beast.
Beauty and the Beast tells a
story of two outcasts falling in love.
Belle, played by Emma Watson, is a
bookworm surrounded by a mostly
illiterate town of peasants.
The Beast, played by Dan Stevens, is a human who has been
cursed to live in the body of a beast
with only his enchanted furniture
and other such home goods for
company. The release is the newest
of Disney’s live-action adaptations.
Fans of the original film who
want an opportunity to revisit their
favorite provincial French town or
enchanted castle will not leave disappointed. Beat for beat, the film is
nearly identical to the story of the

1991 animated classic.
Musical numbers return in great
abundance and even costuming is
directly adapted from the Disney
source material. Even so, pulling
a VHS or special edition DVD off
a shelf to watch the same thing is
not hard—there needs to be more
to this.
The changes from and additions
to the 1991 film are key points to
be noted in the adaptation. While
the original film existed in France
to the point where a few characters had accents and one song was
based around saying “Bonjour!” to
greet people, the remake accentuates its French roots.
Before the Beast’s castle is enchanted, it resembles Versailles.
Gaston, played by the wonderfully
cast Luke Evans, is now a war hero.
The mob storming the castle in the
third act is reminiscent of scenes
from the French Revolution.
The 2017 adaptation is very
aware of the setting of the story. The
studio logo is substituted with the
Beast’s castle and instead of fading
to black, the shot stays and is used
as part of the storytelling process.
Shots pan from the castle over
the forest and back to the town,
giving a geographical contextualization of the play’s location. This
helps the audience keep track of
what is happening between the
two or three concurrent plot lines,
making the movie more easily
understandable.
The soundtrack includes classics like “Be Our Guest,” “Gaston,”
“The Mob Song” and “Beauty and
the Beast,” as well as new songs.
Doing this failed in the 2012 adaptation of Les Miserables, where
the added song “Suddenly” was a
waste of time. Adding on to an established song list is risky.
Kevin Kline’s “How Does a Moment Last Forever?” opens up the
way for a subplot about Belle’s
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Watson and Stevens take on the roles of Belle and the Beast, respectively, in Disney’s live action ﬁlm, Beauty and the Beast.
mother, something unexplored
in the animated original. The additions of “Evermore,” a beautiful song of longing, and “Days in
the Sun,” the touching refrain for
a return to non-enchantment, are
well-placed.
A crucial theme of the original
film, looking beyond the surface,
is well-adapted in the remake.
Gaston is loved by the town and
is in pursuit of his beloved Belle.
His attempted wooing would fit in
among the great romantic quests,
until his dark side is shown.
The addition of the character of
Agathe, the town spinster, gives the
opportunity to see someone outcast and spurned because of being
different. Belle, who is also differ-

ent from the townspeople, is still
accepted to some degree because
of her beauty.
Belle resents the way she is
described by her beauty. This is
part of where her characterization
shines. The film’s depiction of Belle
disproves those who have often
complained that the story is reminiscent of Stockholm Syndrome, or
when a prisoner falls in love with
his or her captor.
Belle tricks her father into letting her take his place as the Beast’s
prisoner. She also avoids idleness
by trying to escape and, when a
singing wardrobe covers her with a
French aristocratic dress, she slips
out of it and stays in her townsperson clothing.

However, there are still some
problems in this film. For instance,
there are moments of excessive
cheesiness. The music, like Phil
Collins’ music for the Disney animated film Tarzan, is at times too
on the nose about exposition.
Sometimes, the characters
feel dwarfed by the need to create
grand moments of reference to the
1991 film. The remake, though not
necessary, finds purpose by adding
a new dimension, besides leaving
2-D animation. Compassion is argued over beauty. Characters feel
more rounded and real.
There is magic and fun to be
had, for viewers of all ages. With everything new that is offered, Beauty
and the Beast is fittingly adapted.
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Mischief Theatre’s The Play That
Goes Wrong takes Broadway stage
BY BENJAMIN WALLIN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

One story told about the previews for An American in Paris,
tells of a moment when a light
bulb broke on stage during the
show unintentionally. Somehow,
through improvisations and clever
cleaning, the broken light bulb was
incorporated into the show.
In one showing of Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang, after the titular car experienced technical issues, delaying the show, the Queen of Bulgaria commanded a guard to answer
the ringing telephone, citing the
fact that the audience had waited
long enough.
Technical issues and mishaps
are a normal part of theater. Take
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark for
example in order to see the potential for things to fall apart. However, it is a rare incident in which a
play bases itself entirely around its
mistakes.
The premise of The Play That
Goes Wrong is quite self-evident.
It is built completely out of errors
and mishaps and is something
to behold.
The play originated in England,
created by Mischief Theatre and
winning the Olivier Award for Best
New Comedy.
Similarly, the company produced Peter Pan Goes Wrong, a retelling gone awry, which was later
broadcasted as a BBC Christmas
Special.
In previews until April, The Play
That Goes Wrong is Mischief Theatre’s first foray onto Broadway.
This comedy of errors, of the
actor accidentally laughing or the
unexpected breaking of a prop,
is one that has more complexity to it than there may appear at

first glance. Television shows like
“America’s Funniest Home Videos” and YouTube compilations of
“fails” are evidence of humanity’s
amusement at the misfortune and
accidents of others.
One particular “Saturday Night
Live” clip went viral because Ryan
Gosling could not hold a straight
face. However, a deeper look at The
Play That Goes Wrong shows more
beneath the surface.
The play is not merely a collection of mistakes; there is an underlying plot. The play is portrayed as
if it is a play being put on by the
Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society, a drama club known for its
low-budget productions.
Every actor plays two parts—
the Cornley actor and the character they play in the production of
The Murder at Haversham Manor.
The production is a murder mystery, one in which the man playing
the corpse has not yet made it to
the couch when the lights appear.
Humor comes when the body’s
hand is stepped on and the living cadaver tries not to shriek out
in pain.
The plot is threefold—there are
the Cornley actors who just want to
put on a good show, the characters
in the play attempting to discover
the murderer and the mistakes
that just keep on coming. The play
produces a plot in which only the
audience is participating.
Characters pick up the wrong
props and improvisation is necessary to imbue the props with a new
meaning. A vase becomes a notebook and all the while the audience has this transference in mind.
The timing is brilliant. Lines
are spoken in utter precision with
gags and physical humor. Forgotten lines are made funnier by the

purposefully humorous replacements. Characters get knocked
unconscious and are then told to
stop getting so hysterical. Every element of the stage is utilized from
the bookcases and the doors, to
the floors and the pictures on the
walls. Everything is precise in this
tale of imperfections.
Even with careful timing, this
kind of humor is nothing without
scale. Mistakes must start small
and get more and more outrageous. To go too big and not be
able to top or match the gag is to
improperly utilize the format.
The Play That Goes Wrong does
exactly what is needed to build
humor, getting bigger and better
throughout. The first act ends with
an outstanding form of escalating
humor, through speed and intensity, and the play itself is able to
maintain scale development.
Intratextuality, or the building
off and referencing of the play in itself, is key with the inside jokes and
running gags, which bring some of
the biggest laughs of the show. The
body stuffed inside a clock or the
pre-show search for a missing dog
all pay off later. Every joke has the
potential to come back, which is a
crucial part of the narrative.
There is something fantastic in
the layered storytelling of The Play
That Goes Wrong. There is a satisfying murder mystery, with celebrated convolution.
Each actor plays a character
acting as a character, and the inbetween actors each have unique
and humorous personalities that
build upon their Haversham Manor characters.
Even with all of this, Mischief
Theatre is able to create a wonderfully deft production of mistakes
gone right. It is a true piece of art.

Steel Panther releases
fourth studio album
BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

One of the newest additions
to the niche subgenre of comedy
rock is Steel Panther, a band that
both parodies and pays homage to the glam metal movement
that dominated the second half of
the 1980s.
The band is led by frontman
Michael Starr, delivering the swaggering and cocky style of singing
that defined the singers of that era.
On lead guitar is Russ Parrish. Taking up bass guitar and drums is
Travis Haley and Darren Leader,
going by the names Lexxi Foxx and
Stix Zadinia.
Steel Panther has gone from
being an underground phenomenon in Los Angeles to one of the
world’s premiere comedy musicians, scoring appearances in major music festivals like the Download Festival in England and lucrative arena touring gigs opening for
bands like Judas Priest. Now the
band has returned for its fourth
studio album, Lower the Bar.
It has been eight years since
Steel Panther released its debut
album, Feel the Steel. Judging by
what has been released since, it is
safe to say that the band has a clear
view on what its overall act entails.
Its unique blend of immature,
over-sexualized lyrical humor,
coupled with uncompromising
glam metal ridiculousness is still
present on many of the songs. But
for a handful of songs, the band
seems to skimp on either element,
resulting in a major problem in
the album.
The first half of the album
features some of Steel Panther’s
strongest material to date. The
opening track, “Going in the Back-

door,” kicks things off very aggressively with Starr’s David Lee
Roth-inspired vocals and lyrics
meshing perfectly with Satchel’s
infectious riffs.
One song, “That’s When You
Came In,” previously debuted as
an exclusive acoustic song on last
year’s unplugged album Live From
Lexxi’s Mom’s Garage.
Beginning with “Now The Fun
Starts,” the album becomes more
hit-and-miss as it progresses.
Haley crafts a catchy bass line in
the song, and unfortunately little
else, resulting in a song that leaves
a lot to be desired. In a somewhat
strange self-fulfilling prophecy,
the album really does seem to lower the bar in terms of what Steel
Panther fans expect.
The album picks up again with
the penultimate track, “Walk of
Shame.” With several lyrical callbacks to the last three albums, as
well as hilariously crass new lyrics from Starr, it does a great job at
both entertaining long times and
reminding them why they enjoyed
Steel Panther in the first place.
The album’s closing track, as
well as its lead single, is a rendition of the legendary power pop
group Cheap Trick’s 1982 hit,
“She’s Tight.” While it may seem
strange to end the album with a
cover song, it is also nice to see the
band pay tribute to its influences
as a nice contrast.
Steel Panther has more or less
been remaking its debut album
repeatedly. But considering how
popular it has been on the Billboard 200 with each album, it is
obvious that its act might have a
longer shelf life than expected.
The band is slated to perform
in Irving Plaza on April 6 as part of
the Lower The Bar Tour.
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Science & Technology
Participation in meditative retreats linked to better well-being
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Americans who participate in
a one-week spiritual or meditative
retreat report an improved sense of
well-being following their experience, according to a study funded
by The Fetzer Institute. The participants’ enhanced mental health is
due to the increase in levels of serotonin and dopamine, the feel-good
neurotransmitters in the brain.
Spiritual retreats are frequently
used to help participants psychologically and spiritually. These engaging retreats are now in high demand, as they are booked months
in advance. In a similar manner,
meditation and yoga retreats serve
as replacements for vacations because of their healing benefits.
Both meditative and religious retreats have been linked to strong
emotional reactions, lessened
stress, spiritual changes and lifetransforming views.
To this date, no investigations
have examined the neurophysiological impacts of these retreats.
As a result, the Fetzer Institute
conducted a study that involved 14
Christian participants ranging in
age from 24 to 76.
They took part in a seven-day Ignatian retreat inspired by the spiritual practices created by St. Ignatius
of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits.
These spiritual exercises emphasize components such as meditation, personal counsel, prayer and
silence to encourage self-growth.
These experiences may have repercussions for the subjects, which
could be seen in the brain scans

that researchers used. The Ignatian
retreat was the exemplary program
for researchers to study because of
its long history and the great possibility of immediate results in a
short amount of time.
The retreat was in Wernersville, Pennsylvania. The retreat
was chiefly held in silence. Participants began their day with a morning mass and spent a substantial
amount of their time in prayer and
personal contemplation.
A meeting was followed with
the spiritual director. Their daily
regime additionally included eating meals in a cafeteria with other
participants, but they generally ate
in silence.
Researchers measured a participant’s change in mental health
through DaTscans, or a radioactive
agent that permits images of the
brain to be unearthed by a gamma
camera. Participants were put in a
scanner lying down and face up,
with their heads placed in a special
head holder.
The results from the DaTscans
indicated a decline in the postretreat scans compared to the preretreat scans. Participants reported that their physical health was
boosted with a physical element
score, as well as reporting a further
decline in tension and fatigue.
Subjects further revealed that
their feelings of self-transcendence
increased, with subjects feeling
both more religious and more
spiritual.
The neurotransmitters from the
DaTscans demonstrated that retreats alter the attention system of
the brain, or the region that over-
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Involvement in spiritual and meditative retreats are linked to more happiness, life-changing views and stress alleviation.
sees cognitive processes such as
the prefrontal cortex. Shifts in the
limbic areas, or structures associated with emotion and motivation,
were also noticed.
Feelings such as bliss, delight,
empathy and love were described
when focusing on mediation and
prayer. Participants displayed
higher amounts of love and gratitude when they were engaged in

Blindness enhances remaining senses
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

The brain makes new neural
connections in people who are
born blind, or almost blind, resulting in the heightening of other
senses, such as hearing, smell and
touch and cognitive functions,
such as memory. Discovered by
researchers from the Massachusetts Eye and Ear and published in
"PLOS ONE," these new findings
explore the anatomical and structural differences between the brain
of a person born without sight versus a person born with sight.
The study separated 28 participants into two groups. One group
held 12 people who were considered blind by the age of 3 and had
no visual memories, while the
other 16 people formed a sighted
control group.
While the cause of blindness
in the first group could largely be
considered congenital, no one
diagnosis described the entire
group’s reason for blindness, and
many of the people were collegeeducated, could read braille and
were “highly independent,” according to the study.
Researchers then compared the
brains of these two groups through
the use of MRI multimodal brain
imaging, with participants of both
groups undergoing scans to find
differences between them.
The data found that the brains
of those who had been blind since
a young age had formed new connections over those who were
sighted, leading to other heightened senses, as well as other cognitive benefits.
However, researchers noted in
the study, it is important to recognize that not all blind people
receive these side benefits from
being blind. While “compensatory abilities” have been reported
across the spectrum of the blind
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Braille, a form of raised written language, is utilized by blind people to read.
population, not every blind person
will develop them, and some blind
people will actually experience
an impairment while executing
certain tasks compared to sighted
counterparts.
This suggests a mixture of two
hypotheses: the “compensatory”
hypothesis and the “general loss”
hypothesis. While the compensatory hypothesis argues that blind
people’s brains will make new connections in the absence of sight,
the general loss hypothesis argues
that the brain loses connectivity
from a lack of sight. The comparison of blind people with heightened senses versus the blind without these senses provides evidence
that brain connectivity in the blind
is both being increased and decreased due to the condition.
“Even in the case of being profoundly blind, the brain rewires

itself in a manner to use the information at its disposal so that it
can interact with the environment
in a more effective manner,” said
Dr. Lotfi Merabet, director of the
Laboratory for Visual Neuroplasticity at the Schepens Eye Research
Institute of Massachusetts Eye and
Ear and one of the study’s authors.
“If the brain can rewire itself—perhaps through training and enhancing the use of other modalities like
hearing, and touch and language
tasks such as braille reading—
there is tremendous potential for
the brain to adapt.”
In the study’s conclusion, the
researchers asserted that more
research would have to be done
to work through any inconsistences in the study’s data, using
multimodal imaging to better
understand brain structure and
connectivity.

Zen meditation sessions. A reduction in anxiety and depression was
discovered in frequent meditators.
The DaTscans disclosed that there
was a surge of dopamine released
during the yoga nidra meditations.
Researchers noted that these
transformations in mental health
would positively influence a person’s outlook on their relationships
and careers.

They further added that Americans can nurture their well-being
by taking time off work, recognizing daily stressors, immersing
themselves in nature and meeting
new people.
Researchers speculated that
going on a Buddhist retreat or a
soothing one-week vacation would
have the same therapeutic value as
the Ignatian retreat in the study.
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Sports
Team USA shakes off early troubles to nab first-ever WBC Title
BY OMER SEMAN

COPY EDITOR

The 2017 World Baseball Classic
was an afterthought to U.S. baseball fans and players alike as they
entered the tournament. When
reigning MLB American League
MVP Mike Trout was asked why
he declined to participate in this
year’s Classic, he said he views it as
a gimmick akin to the Home Run
Derby. New York Mets ace Noah
Syndergaard dismissed the notion
of playing for the U.S. national team
“because I’m a Met. Ain’t nobody
made it to the Hall of Fame or the
World Series playing in the WBC.”
Still, even without the most
skilled players available, those who
donned the stars and stripes for
Team USA displayed craftiness and
grit as the team won its first WBC
title.
The team stumbled in early
rounds as it squeaked past Colombia with 3-2 in extra innings.
Up 5-2 heading into the bottom of
the sixth inning against defending
champions, the Dominican Republic, Cleveland Indians relief pitcher
Andrew Miller imploded as the Dominican Republic bats sparked a
five-run rally to overtake the United States 7-5. Yet, a resilient Team
USA recovered with an 8-0 thrashing of Canada to advance into the
second round of the tournament
where, once again, inconsistency
plagued its pitching staff and starting lineup.
Felix Hernandez blanked Team
USA for five innings as Venezuela
battled in the second round. Much
like their opening match against

Colombia, late-game heroics were
the difference as center fielder
Adam Jones and first baseman
Eric Hosmer blasted home runs off
right-hander Hector Rondon to cap
an eighth-inning comeback win
versus Venezuela. Puerto Rico, with
an enviable blend of burgeoning
talent and savvy veterans, bested
Marcus Stroman early as the first
six batters connected for base hits,
scoring four runs in the opening
frame. Despite a shaky outing from
closer Edwin Diaz, he sealed the
win for Puerto Rico and pushed the
United States to the brink of elimination.
The Dominican Republic was
the last hurdle for the United States
before the semifinals.
There was a palpable tension
shared among the fans in attendance at Petco Park in San Diego.
Robinson Cano drew first blood
in the bottom of the first inning
with a blast that was inches away
from clearing the wall in left-center
field, driving in Manny Machado.
Team USA’s Christian Yelich responded with a laser of his own to
left-center in the top of the third to
tie the game 2-2. Then, with a runner on first base, Giancarlo Stanton
gave viewers flashbacks to his 2016
Home Run Derby performance as
he rocketed a ball out of the park,
sending Dominican Republic starting pitcher Ervin Santana into the
dugout.
With a 4-2 lead in the bottom of
the seventh inning, Tyler Clippard
threw a 91 mph-straight fastball to
Machado, who crushed it 397 feet
to center field. Much to his despair and U.S. fans’ delight, Jones

snared it as he collided with the
wall. Machado tipped his helmet
to his Baltimore Orioles teammate
to salute Jones’ extraordinary effort. Luke Gregerson shut the door
in the bottom of the ninth to send
Team USA to the semifinals for the
second time in WBC history.
Fans were treated to a pitcher’s
duel at Dodger Stadium as neither Tanner Roark and Japan’s Tomoyuki Sugano allowed an earned
run. An error by second baseman
Ryosuke Kikuchi put Yelich in
scoring position, which Andrew
McCutchen capitalized on as he
singled to left to get the United
States on the scoreboard. Kikuchi
redeemed himself in the bottom of
the sixth inning with an oppositefield homer to even the score. Once
again, Jones was the catalyst as his
soft grounder to third base, aided
by a slick playing field due to rain,
brought Brandon Crawford across
home plate in the top of the eighth.
Gregerson closed the night with an
emphatic strikeout, advancing the
United States to its first WBC final.
In the lead up to the championship, Ian Kinsler of the Detroit Tigers did not take kindly to the bravado and emotion of the Puerto Rican team. Every player on the Puerto Rican team dyed his hair blond
to show camaraderie with one another; their supporters back home
subsequently purchased all the
blond hair dye on the island. This
intangible bond between the team
and its fans is one that U.S. baseball
is slowly beginning to adopt.
Traditionalists like to exude a
blue-collar mentality and remain
stoic through the highs and lows
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Team USA was able to turn the table on the competition despite facing issues early on.
of competition. With supporters
in Dodger Stadium split evenly,
Kinsler stayed true to his character
and calmly pointed to the U.S. dugout as he entered his homerun trot
against Puerto Rico. The hits piled
one after the other as five batters
collected multiple hits throughout
the night. Crawford, with the bases
loaded, two outs and a 3-2 count,
lined a J.C. Romero fastball to right
field to drive in two. After tacking
on two more runs, the 8-0 lead was
insurmountable, especially with

the stellar performance of Stroman
and the bullpen.
Stroman atoned for his previous outing against Puerto Rico as
he commanded the strike zone
and kept batters off-balance with
a dizzying changeup. He tossed six
no-hit innings versus the highest
scoring offense in the tournament
and ended the night giving up one
hit, one walk and three strikeouts,
earning MVP honors.

Raiders join Chargers and Rams in announcement of relocation
BY ANDREW MARZULLO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the span of a year, the NFL
has seen three teams move. In
2016, the Los Angeles Rams became the first NFL team to relocate
since the Houston Oilers packed up
and moved to Tennessee in 1999 to
become the Tennessee Titans. At
the end of the 2016-17 season, the
San Diego Chargers announced
their intentions to move to a brand
new, state-of-the-art stadium in Inglewood, California, with the Rams
in 2019, intermediately playing in
the 30,000-seat StubHub Center
in Carson, California, until then.
On March 27, the Oakland Raiders’ long-speculated plan to move
to Las Vegas was finally approved
by NFL owners 31-1, sending the
silver and black faithful—one of
the most dedicated fan bases in the
NFL—into a state of mourning over
its lost team.
After 12 years of being stuck at
the bottom of the barrel, the Raiders finished 12-4 and made the
playoffs last year. Going through a
tumultuous rebuilding phase, the
team has just started to sprout behind a young, MVP-caliber quarterback in Derek Carr and the 2016
Defensive Player of the Year Khalil
Mack. In addition to a plethora of
young talent in receivers Amari
Cooper, and Michael Crabtree, the
Raiders front office had pieced together one of the most dominant
offensive lines in the league. Unfortunately, aspirations were cut
short when the Raiders announced
their relocation, leaving behind
a city that had housed one of the
NFL’s most iconic and recognizable
franchises and its three Super Bowl
wins.
Oakland previously lost the
Raiders to Los Angeles in 1982, and
were without them until 1994. The
team was successful during that

period, winning a Super Bowl in
1983. However, the move back to
Oakland in 1994 brought the Raiders back to where they belong, the
Black Hole, one of the craziest, rowdiest fan bases to ever exist.
Since the move back, however, the Raiders have not been
very successful. Though they appeared in the 2003 Super Bowl,
they were blown out by former coach Jon Gruden and his
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 48-21.
Even worse, they had not reached
the playoffs again until this past
season.
The Raiders’ newfound success
with a young team finally restored
glory to the silver and black. While
it is the end of an era in Oakland, it
is almost necessary.
The city of Oakland did not show
much desire to keep the team, as
its half-hearted attempts to build
a new stadium would have led to
a taxpayer disaster. The Raiders’
current stadium, the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum, was their
original home in 1960, and is the
only stadium to still be shared with
a baseball team.
The upper decks are often covered with tarps in order to prevent
TV blackouts. Still, the single-most
deciding factor of the Raiders’ relocation is the team ranking last in
revenue in the league.
The Oakland Coliseum ranked
at the bottom in terms of revenue
from concessions, ticket and parking sales and sponsorships, bringing in just $69 million in the 2015
league year—approximately $76
million below the league average
and a far cry from the Dallas Cowboys’ $440 million in revenue during that same year.
Las Vegas, Nevada, is a tourist
city, meaning that many fans will
plan their weekends around their
favorite team’s appearances in Las
Vegas. The Raiders’ ownership ra-
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Davis fought hard to preserve the history and traditions of the Raiders and Oakland, but the Coliseum continued to lose revenue.
tionale is that if an East Coast team
is playing the Raiders, its fans may
plan a weekend around a Las Vegas
getaway and football game. This
will give a jolt to Las Vegas’ economy and will help drive revenues.
The biggest problem the Raiders
will face is finding a solid homefield advantage. Though the Raiders’ faithful are far and wide, the
Black Hole lives in Oakland.
The team may have trouble finding a strong home-field advantage
at first, especially because of the
tourist factor. If the Raiders find
themselves in the playoffs, they
may not have the strong home-field
advantage that Denver or New England possesses because of the sim-

ple fact that a dedicated fan base
may not yet exist.
Still, the move to Las Vegas can
be seen as a last resort for Raiders’
owner Mark Davis. Understanding
the value of a loyal fan base and the
rich Raiders’ culture, Davis tried
numerous times to build a new
stadium in Oakland to replace the
Oakland Coliseum.
These plans were complicated
and met by strict opposition by
those who claimed that the city’s
murky tax situation was insufficient
to fund the construction of a new
stadium.
When the option to stay in Oakland fell through, Davis even contemplated yet another return to

LA. With the Rams and Chargers
already on their way there, it would
simply oversaturate the market. In
retrospect, Las Vegas was the best
option for the Raiders, with the
municipal government effectively
hurling tax dollars at the franchise
in hopes that it will boost an already thriving tourism industry.
Many people believe that this
move, along with the Chargers’
move, was made prematurely, and
that it was simply to net more cash
into the pockets of NFL owners.
However, the moves were not
solely influenced by greed. The
teams moved because their home
cities could not accommodate
them anymore.
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Ball continues to talk up son’s abilities, draws harsh critiques
BY EVAN LEWIS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Over the past few weeks, LaVar
Ball has emerged as the most talked about man in the college sports
landscape. Surprisingly, LaVar
is neither a rookie sensation nor
coach of the year; he is a 48-yearold dad.
LaVar’s portrait is a familiar one:
a former athlete who was never
able to make it big professionally
and instead focused all of his time
and effort on ensuring that his children achieved that dream. LaVar
was convinced that his three sons
would not only become professional basketball players, but NBA
superstars. Indeed, rigorous training under his supervision has led to
all three of his sons on the fast track
to becoming future NBA players.
LaVar’s eldest son, Lonzo Ball,
was a force to be reckoned with at
UCLA this year and wasted no time
declaring for the draft after the Bruins were bounced from the NCAA
tournament. Lonzo is a definite
lottery pick, with some suggesting
that he will be the first pick overall.
Lonzo’s two younger brothers,
LaMelo Ball and LiAngelo Ball,
have already committed to playing for his alma mater after they
graduate high school. This would
be a picturesque scenario for any
father, especially one as committed to his sons’ careers as LaVar,
but many are saying that his refusal
to stay away from a microphone is
doing more harm than good for his
children.
Starting in early March, LaVar
began making the rounds on sports
television shows to brag about his
sons’ abilities. LaVar first raised
eyebrows upon remarking that
Lonzo was better than two-time
reigning MVP Stephen Curry, the
first ever unanimous MVP selection in the history of the sport. That
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Ball has remained outspoken and increasingly overzealous when speaking to the media about his son’s abilities and his own career.
turned out to only be the beginning
of LaVar’s bold claims. Among a
flurry of brash statements, LaVar
also noted that all three of his kids
will be one-and-done players at
UCLA, that the brothers should
be awarded a $1 billion endorsement deal before they play a single
NBA minute and that his eldest son
would only play for the Los Angeles
Lakers because that is the team that
needs him most.
As LaVar’s predictions grew bigger, so too did his celebrity. Soon
enough, he began verbally sparring in the media with all-time NBA
legends like Charles Barkley and
LeBron James. The patriarch of the
Ball family has even said that in his
heyday, he would have “killed Mi-

chael Jordan one-on-one,” despite
the fact that Jordan is regarded as
the best basketball player ever and
LaVar had averaged two points per
game in college before giving up
basketball altogether.
LaVar is one of the most polarizing figures in sports right now. His
critics argue that his assertions are
as inaccurate as they are dangerous. People fear that by ceaselessly
promoting those he loves the most,
LaVar is inadvertently setting his
kids up for failure. They argue that
setting an arrogantly high ceiling
on his kids heaps an inordinate
amount of pressure on them before
they are even drafted.
LaVar’s overzealousness has
likened him to Marv Marinovich,

another famous sports father who
had big dreams for his son. Marinovich began forcing the idea of
football onto his son Todd Marinovich at an extremely early age
and rigorously trained him to become an NFL quarterback, practically since birth. Todd never lived
up to his father’s lofty expectations,
as his brief career ended abruptly
due to drug problems that many
believe were caused by his father’s
borderline abusive behavior. Many
of those who watched Todd’s tragic
career arc are concerned that LaVar is setting all three of his sons up
for similar failure that might lead to
long-lasting emotional turmoil.
Others feel that LaVar has done
a great job raising his children. No

one can deny that all three are excellent prospects, are fun to watch
and have stayed out of trouble thus
far during their lives. Unlike Todd,
the Ball sons all seem to enjoy basketball and have never shown any
resistance toward their outspoken
father. In fact, a quick social media check would show that the Ball
family looks like a close-knit group
who enjoy one another’s company
and truly love one another.
Some believe LaVar’s wild assertions are only setting his sons
up to fail while also putting a target
on Lonzo’s back for superstars he
has offended with his inflammatory rhetoric, such as Curry and
James. The fact that LaVar has become more of talking point than
his sons is a cause for concern for
many observing the situation. Others maintain that the children all
seem like great young athletes who
have thrived under LaVar’s parenting and proudly profess a love for
their family.
They contest that LaVar’s faith
in his sons’ abilities should have
him to be praised, not maligned. As
they continue to rise through the
ranks of high school, college and,
eventually, the NBA, fans can expect to hear a lot more from the Big
Baller Brand and even more from
the mouth of the controversial man
who made it all possible.
As for his eldest son, Lonzo, he
must mentally prepare for a spotlight that will constantly shine on
him both on and off the court. As
he enters the league, any bad play
on the court or negative press will
be sure to unleash a fury of critics
eager to take a shot at the young
baller and his outspoken father.
Despite all of the attention, Lonzo
is one of the most promising NBA
prospects in recent years and truly
displays the capabilities to significantly improve any team’s roster.

Noah’s suspension is the latest strike to a testy stint with New York
BY KEVIN MENDEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In a season of headaches for
the New York Knicks, there is yet
another strike on the long list of
misfortunes. The NBA has suspended Knicks center Joakim Noah
20 games for violating the league’s
anti-drug policy.
Noah, who has not played since
Feb. 4, is recovering from surgery
on his left knee to remove loose
bone chips; his suspension will be
served as soon as he is physically
cleared to play. Yet, with so few
games remaining on the Knicks’
schedule, it is almost certain that
Noah’s suspension will carry into
next season.
Noah tested positive for an overthe-counter supplement called
LGD-4033, an experimental drug
created under the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration’s Investigational New Drug Program. LGD4033 was created to combat the effects of osteoporosis and is similar
to anabolic steroids but can be sold
without prescription, leading to its
popularity among bodybuilders.
Neither Noah nor the NBA Players Association will contest the
suspension, although both have
released statements stating that
Noah unknowingly ingested the
substance.
The suspension wraps up a
frustrating first campaign in New
York for Noah, marred by injuries
and ineffectiveness. Noah signed
a four-year, $72 million contract
with the Knicks in free agency on
July 8, 2016. Noah was recruited
by former Bulls teammate Derrick
Rose, who was acquired by trade
to form a cluster of stars around
Knicks regulars Carmelo Anthony
and Kristaps Porzingis. The signing
was a homecoming for Noah, as he
was born and raised in New York
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Noah will serve a 20-game suspension for the use of a banned substance. Most likely, the suspension will carry over into next season.
City and would attend games at
Madison Square Garden as a child.
Knicks President Phil Jackson made
the signing in an attempt to boost
the abysmal defense, which was
frequently torn to shreds in 201516. The belief was that if Noah was
fully healthy, the Knicks could expect something of a return to form
by Noah.
Following a solid game after his
return to Chicago, in which he recorded 16 points and 9 rebounds,
Noah began to show signs of decline that cost him his starting job
with the Bulls. Noah appeared
slower and showed an inability to
keep opponents off the scoreboard.
Worse still, Noah struggled to shake
the injury bug as he was bothered
from the onset of the preseason
with a hamstring injury that frequently placed him on the bench

early in the season. Noah would reinjure the same hamstring on Feb.
4 against the Cleveland Cavaliers
and went on to sit out the next 10
games. Noah would re-injure his
hamstring during a Knicks practice
session and on Feb. 27 made the
decision to go under the knife. The
recovery time was estimated to be
3-to-4 weeks at the earliest, meaning Noah could return sometime
within the final two weeks of the
season. Considering his previous
injury history and his ineffectiveness while he was on the court, the
Knicks felt no sense of urgency to
rush him back. Noah concluded his
abridged first season as a Knick averaging 5.0 points and 8.8 rebounds
in 46 games played, new career
lows in both categories.
Noah, 32, was the ninth overall
pick in the 2007 NBA draft by the

Chicago Bulls out of the University
of Florida. Noah spent nine years in
Chicago and was an integral part of
the Bulls’ success from 2010-2015,
picking up a pair of All-Star Game
appearances along the way in 2012
and 2014. Noah earned the NBA
Defensive Player of the Year Award
in 2014.
However, a gradual decline for
Noah would start thereafter, eventually leading to his benching in
favor of Nikola Mirotic, relegating
Noah to serve as a caddy for Pau
Gasol.
Even at his best, Noah always
struggled with injuries, notably
having surgery to repair ligament
damage in his right thumb in 2010
and surgery on his left shoulder
that ended his time with the Bulls
in 2016. At the time, Bulls owner
Jerry Reinsdorf was quoted as say-

ing, “We felt Joakim wasn’t going to
be a frontline guy anymore.”
Noah’s suspension opens up a
great deal with more playing time
for Guillermo “Willy” Hernangomez and Kyle O’Quinn, who have
both started in place of Noah before. The presence of the duo on the
Knicks’ roster likely places Noah
back on the bench when he does
return, which is especially troubling for Jackson considering the
$54 million and three years remaining on his contract.
In a season that was supposed
to be a celebration of 70 years of
Knicks basketball, the team finds
itself in a position it has become all
too familiar with: a bloated payroll,
an underachieving roster, fading
playoff hopes and a new set of aging
stars that draw the fans’ ire. Noah
was already under the microscope
because of his large contract. Now,
with his suspension plus the possibility of his days as a starting center being over, it is hard to see how
Noah can avoid joining the long list
of failed Knicks transactions.
As for the team itself, the Knicks
are ready to wrap up a season that
went sour early on. New York currently holds a 28-46 overall record
and ranks 13th in the Eastern Conference. Knicks faithfuls are growing impatient with the constant
mid-season breakdowns and inability to maintain a playoff caliber
team. Even more, many are starting
to point fingers at Jackson, who was
once regarded as the answer to all
of the team’s shortcomings. The
Knicks president has been shy to
bring big name players to the Big
Apple, instead opting for cheaper
options in league journeymen and
others with long injury histories.
Once the off-season settles in,
all eyes will be on Jackson to piece
together a capable roster.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: ALL ABOUT SPACE

APRIL 2017
MON

3
TUES

4
WED

5
THURS

6
FRI

7
SAT

8
SUN

9

ACROSS
1. WHAT GRIDLOCK DOES
6. PORTFOLIO ACRONYM
9. WINGLIKE
13. ANCIENT
14. THE GODFATHER, E.G.
15. EXCLUDE OR OMIT
16. DISTINCTIVE SPIRIT OF A
CULTURE
17. #3 DOWN WELCOME
18. ONE WITH NO
PERMANENT ABODE
19. *CHALLENGER OR
ATLANTIS
21. *TYPE OF SHOWER
23. “HE HAD”
24. AUDITION TAPE
25. “ON THE ____,” AS IN A
FUGITIVE
28. A POUT OR GRIMACE
30. COMPLETE SHADOW, PL.
35. MOSQUE V.I.P.
37. ATTENTIONGETTING
SOUND
39. PLANTS AND ANIMALS
40. *LAST MAN TO WALK ON
THE MOON
41. COLORADO SKIING
DESTINATION
43. LIKE ROMAN GOD JANUS
44. TEMPORARY TATTOO INK
46. STEAK CHOICE

BLOOMBERG I
12:45 p.m.-1:45 p.m. | Subotnick Center - Trading Floor - Room 124) | Free
BAKER TILLY TEAMWORK ONE TEAM, ONE GOAL
6 p.m.-8 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
MAXIMIZING MENTORSHIP & SECURING SPONSORSHIP
6 p.m.-8 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
SALES SUMMIT 2017
6 p.m.-8 p.m. | NVC 14-245 | Free, Registration Required
DIVERSITY AS A TOOL FOR SUCCESS: THE EVIDENCE
11:15 a.m.-2:15 p.m. | NVC 14-220 | Free, Registration Required
GIRLS WHO CODE
7 p.m.-9 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free
EXECUTIVE DOCTORATE IN BUSINESS INFORMATION SESSION
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. | NVC 13-255 | Free, Registration Required
MARTINA ARROYO FOUNDATION RECITAL
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | Engelman Recital Hall | Free
BIOMED SOCIETY HOSTS CPR/AED TRAINING
11 a.m.-4 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free

47. AUCTION OFF
48. ER FORERUNNER
50. MISCHIEVOUS FAIRIES
52. FOXLIKE
53. HOFB‰UHAUS
OFFERING
55. HOLE IN ONE
57. *HANKS IN “APOLLO 13”
60. *SPACE COAST STATE
64. CREW MEMBER
65. *FIRST TO LAND MAN ON
THE MOON
67. TREE JUICE
68. NOT ODDS
69. FAILED MOLOTOV
COCKTAIL
70. “BRAVO! BRAVO!”
71. ONE THIRD OF A THREE
PIECE SUIT
72. BETWEEN E AND NE
73. ROSETTA STONE, E.G.

DOWN
1. “____ SO FINE”
2. RELUCTANT
3. PEARL HARBOR LOCALE
4. ANGRY
5. *SOLAR ____
6. NOT IN USE
7. WADE’S OPPONENT
8. JAPANESE CARTOON
9. BURN SOOTHER
10. FANCY RIDE
11. MONTH OF PURIM
12. *THE ____ PLANET

15. PUT SIX FEET UNDER
20. PARKINSON’S DISEASE
DRUG
22. AUSTRALIA’S FLIGHTLESS
BIRD
24. STATE OF LES MISÈRABLES
25. *____YEAR
26. INDEPENDENT AFRICAN
RULER
27. EDIBLE BIBLICAL RAIN
29. *HOME TO FIRST MAN
IN SPACE
31. AUCTION EXCLAMATIONS
32. DON GIOVANNI AND SUCH
33. THE LEAST BIT
34. *FIRST AMERICAN
WOMAN IN SPACE
36. CARTE DU JOUR
38. ONE OF FDR’S THREE
42. HIMALAYAN COUNTRY
45. MODEL VALLETTA AND
ACTRESS TAMBLYN
49. BE INDISPOSED
51. ESPN.COM MENU
SELECTION
54. DODGE
56. NOT SLOUCHING
57. COBAIN’S LOVE
58. HAS A MORTGAGE
59. LET OUT STEAM
60. GROW DIM
61. CATALINA, E.G.
62. RADIO TUNER
63. INITIAL STAKE
64. KING’S TITLE, ABBR.
66. *SOLAR SYSTEM CENTER

STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

AKPSI RESUME REVIEW
5 p.m.-7 p.m. | NVC 3-210 | Free

ISSUE 7

ISRAELI CHAMBER PROJECT
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | Engelman Recital Hall | Free

SOFTBALL: BARUCH VS. YORK COLLEGE NY DH*
1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. | Randall’s Island Field 12

*Oﬀ-campus event
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Copy editors receive
payment for services
Copy editors at “The Ticker” get cash compensation and free tuition
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“When I heard that ‘The Ticker’
had a copy editor position, the first
thing I thought was, ‘what’s that?’
After starting the work though, I
couldn’t be happier that I decided to
pull through with it! It was definitely
difficult learning all the technical
skills, but my coworkers, as well as
the head editors were wonderfully
patient with me,” said Ms. Take.
Ms. Take did mention some of
the troubles that she stumbled upon
while working on perfecting her
copy editing skills.
She mentioned how for one, no
one was ever truly willing to edit
the sports section—something that
often happened because of the obscure nature of certain sports terms
and writing.
“We have one copy editor who
specializes in sports editing and
writing—he’s wonderful. I just wish
we had a couple more. Articles that
we edit generally need around three
edits, each from a different person.
With only one dedicated sports editor other people have to do the edits.
Usually we just draw straws to decide,” said Ms. Take.
One tough rule that Miss Take
mentioned learning was how to
properly use the words towards and
forwards, both of which do not take
an ‘s’ at the end in the United States.
She said she learned these rules towards the middle of her tentative
tenure at “The Ticker.”
Ms. Take said she had to learn
these rules the “hard way.” She was
put on the Board of Shame for a
few weeks.
The Board of Shame, in her own
words, held copy editors accountable for their mistakes. Copy editors’

names and their biggest mistakes
would be put on the board as a reminder to not make the same mistake again.
Despite the difficulties, Ms. Take
made sure to stress that the perks
outweighed the slight bumps 100 to
one.
“When I found out that copy editors get gourmet food on Thursdays,
I couldn’t have been happier. We’re
also offered a free copy of the yearbook from Lexicon for anyone who
is interested. Since this semester I’m
going to be in it—a byproduct of being part of ‘The Ticker’—I’m probably going to take them up on that
offer,” Ms. Take confessed.
A rising star in the copy editing
community, Ms. Take does not just
spend all her waking hours at “The
Ticker.” She is also interested in
music, specifically folk music, and
dogs—two pastimes she completely
immerses herself in when she is not
blissfully editing articles.
“I know most weeks I edit for
around 30 hours of the week and
sometimes there is confusion over
what needs editing or where our
proofs have gone, but this job has
been very rewarding for me,” said
Ms. Take.
“Especially since I don’t have to
worry about my tuition anymore.
All the other perks are secondary.
Being able to participate in [‘The
Ticker’], being paid for it and having
a free education are definitely the
best parts.”
Ms. Take encouraged all interested people to stop by “The Ticker”
office if they wanted any more information on copy editing, as well as to
see if they qualified for the role and
its numerous perks.

Post office offers mailman training
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
“I almost regret majoring in
finance. I mean, what’s the point
when you can get a great job like
this right across the street from Baruch?”
Initial plans for the program
came about in February 2017,
when Baruch announced that it
would be developing a new Student Center on the lower level of
the post office on 24th Street. A
survey was distributed to students
in order to aid the Student Center Committee in deciding on the
best way to allocate the space and
its related resources. The survey
questioned students on their level
of involvement on campus, while
also offering students the chance
to choose specific uses for the
space. These options included club
meeting rooms, a computer lab, a
conference room, event space, a
game room, a printing station and
a student lounge.
Students taking the survey were
also given the chance to request
additional features, such as a cellphone charging station, lockers
and vending machines. An “other”
option allowed students to come
up with their own ideas. According
to Student Life, over 1,000 students
responded via the “other” option
with some variation of “employment opportunities,” “post office
job training” and “mail carrier fellowships.”
“I think that students are finding it easier to spend more time on
campus because their place of employment is right across the street,”
said Nick Clemons, president of
the Student Center Committee.
“This is going to increase the likelihood that student[s] become involved in club life, while also giving them the chance at a solid job.
It’s a win-win situation for Baruch
students.”

Newman Library ‘too quiet,’ students say
BY HUNTER HUMMINGBIRD
The noisy campus library
packed with students and the
stiff, formal librarian who angrily
marches through stacks of books in
search of students to hush are stock
tropes commonly depicted in television shows, movies, advertisements and other forms of media.
Yet, something quite different
is happening at The William and
Anita Newman Library at Baruch
College. Within the last two weeks,
the Newman library has turned
into what has been described by
one professor as “the quietest spot
in New York.”
As head librarian Dorothy Summers puts it, “Everything is so somber and funereal now. I miss having to ‘shhhhhh’ rowdy, indifferent
undergraduate and graduate students. I miss the clickety-clackclack of the keyboards belonging to those browsing Instagram,
Facebook, YouTube and all those
various shopping sites. I especially
miss the hustle and bustle of people running from our computers to
our printers, struggling to print assignments for classes that they are
probably late for. Where did all of
the noise go?”
Some of the faculty and staff
claim that the recent marathon of
midterms may be to blame for the
pervasive silence that now haunts
the Newman Library. They propose the idea that students who
have done poorly on their exams
are worried about their grades and
futures, which has rendered them
mute.
Gabriel Gastantopolous, who
helps at the laptop check-in desk,
says, “No matter what anyone
thinks, we can at least agree that
this is very odd. I’ve heard very
little speech in the past few weeks,
like the students are trying to be as
quiet as possible. It feels much like
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The post oﬃce, pictured above, has been successfuly converted into a work space.
In order for students to apply for the fellowship, they had to
submit an application, cover letter and resume at the beginning of
March. Students were required to
have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA and
30 credits in order to apply. Applicants were then filtered through
a three-round interview process
based on their availability, experience with sorting and a variety of
references. Priority was given to
students who demonstrated a superior knowledge of the mail service system and the various objectives put forth by Megan Brennan,
postmaster general of the United
States.
Once accepted to the fellowship, students are tasked with a
rigorous yet rewarding series of
responsibilities, such as envelope
licking, mail sorting and carrying,
mail truck driving, mailroom cart
driving, package delivery, Saturday delivery and ZIP code analy-

ses. Throughout the entirety of the
program, supervisors promise to
instill the Postal Service creed in
each new recruit.
“We are mothers and fathers.
And sons and daughters. Who
every day go about our lives with
duty, honor and pride,” said Aubrey Baka, a journalism major who
began working at the post office on
March 30. “And neither snow, nor
rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night,
nor the winds of change, nor a nation challenged, will stay us from
the swift completion of our appointed rounds. Ever.”
Students who are interested
in enrolling in the Fall 2017 and
Spring 2018 iterations of the program can do so by filling out and
submitting an application to the
Student Life office before May 15,
2017. Compensation includes a
$9,350 stipend, health benefits and
priority in being hired for Postal
Service jobs.

Cost accounting leaves
Baruch’s curriculum
Cost accounting will now be replaced by modern programming.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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The Newman Library has been described as “the quietest spot in New York.”
one of those silent films from the
1920s, and I don’t like it.”
Clark Dinishfort, an assistant
who runs the reference desk at
the Newman Library, posed some
of his recent thoughts about this
strange occurrence.“It is quite surprising that the proximity of spring
break hasn’t excited the students
much at all,” said Mr. Dinishfort.
“We’re used to the library getting
much louder around this time,
you know, with people making
plans with their friends and shouting about traveling to Cancun and
what not. We thought at first that
maybe it was the weather, or that
the students stopped buying their
morning coffee, but to affect so
many students at once, it must be
something incredibly troubling.”
Papaya Veeblen, a teacher’s assistant, says that even she is negatively affected by the change in the
students’ mood.
“When the students are tightlipped and gloomy, even though
they are right in front of us, with
their vibrant, trendy clothing and
oversized coffee cups that are not
allowed in the library, I can’t help
but feel dispirited as well,” said
Miss Veeblen. “Do you know that
cheesy quote, ‘It’s so quiet you can
hear a pin drop?’ That quote describes exactly how soundless the

library is now, as if everyone had
forgotten how to speak all at once.”
However, not everyone is bewildered by the sudden change in
the students’ demeanor.
An economics professor, who
wishes to remain anonymous, said
that he doesn’t understand why
this is a problem, stating, “I mean,
aren’t we the ones to blame? We’ve
been telling students to hush since
the dawn of time. Now, we finally
got what we wanted since Socrates’
day, which are quiet, respectful
students, and yet we librarians
and professors are complaining
about it. I don’t understand. For
the record, I am very happy with
the change. Maybe the students
in my class will stop wasting their
time and start studying. This new
tranquil atmosphere within the library is the perfect place to do so.”
Editor’s note: The staff at “The
Ticker” conducted an investigation
into this matter and it appears that
the soundless environment that descended upon the Newman Library
has not done the same within the
libraries of other CUNY and SUNY
schools, or any of the many other
colleges within the state of New
York. We will keep the students updated on this strange phenomenon
in future editions.

Professors will be working alongside designated Quickbooks assistants in class to better facilitate
instruction. Written in their agreement with Quickbooks, professors
are required to attend mandatory
weekly lessons during the summer
and tailor their schedules around
the assistants’ availability. Licensing fees and salaries of the assistants
will be included in the technology
fee charged to students. Any property, plant or equipment expenses
will be depreciated on a doubledeclining basis.
Audin Ledger, Baruch ‘15 and
former president of the defunct Accountants Belong in Charge club,
launched a petition to “Maintain the
Accounting Program’s Legacy of Excellence” on change.org on March
17. Mr. Ledger’s campaign, which
has 12 signatures as of press time, is
hoping to convince the accounting
department to reverse its decision
in order to preserve the aura surrounding Baruch’s most challenging
program.
“M.A.P.L.E. has one goal: to ensure future Baruch students have
the same tears streaming down
their faces as we alumni had. The
integrity of the department is dissolving and the school’s reputation
is at stake,” said the unemployed
24-year-old. Apree Sol, director of
auditing at HSBBC and Laya Bole,
treasurer at Woshat Inc., voiced support of the petition.
Though Mr. Ledger has impressive advocates, testimonials from
other former students speak of the
trauma induced by cost accounting.
“When my 3-year-old nephew
asked me to recite the ABCs, I ram-

bled about activity-based costing
for 15 minutes,” said Morty Sashon,
acquisitions manager at John Merriweather, LLC. “Every morning, I run
a cost-benefit analysis on whether
I should wear a striped or solidcolored tie. I named my two corgis
Debit and Credit and I own The Accountant on DVD. My life has never
been the same since...that class,”
said Mr. Sashon before ending the
conversation.
“With the implementation of
Quickbooks, Baruch students will
be better equipped to handle realworld scenarios and be more attractive candidates to the Big Four,” said
Ms. Marquardt. She also mentioned
the modernization of accounting
practices and the impending obsolescence of human accountants as
the main threat to Baruch’s ranking.
“Our SWOT analysis predicts a
clear, steady shift in the domestic
and international accounting standards, and we intend to remain
ahead of the trend.”
Current faculty members were
unavailable for comments as they
were allocating their time toward
ensuring cost accounting is never
forgotten. Departmental guidelines
will make classes three hours long
and five days a week with students
required to recite sections of the
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 at the
professor’s command. There will be
one two-minute bathroom break allowed per week in order to demonstrate how the scarcity of resources
influences wants and needs—the
foundation of economics. Though
there are some calling these proposed measures tame, students are
excited about the prospects of having gray hair in their 20s.
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